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Unit Ill-

» Verb and its arguments - transitive , Intransitive,
Ditransitive Verbs ; Grammatical Functions -Subject ,
Object, Indirect Object; Complements and adjuncts;
Copula and its Complements; Semantic role of arguments
- Agent, theme , goal etc.
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Characteristics-

» Verbs are "action words”. ST 2Tsg &Y & gl AT el I
I & &

» They are an indispensable part of a sentence. drFg ol
JfAary 379T

» They hold the sentence together. fohaT areFT T TR
a9q , S 39 Y @A @

» They make decisions about the nouns that will accompany

them.areT H 31T drell A3 & A9 # AoT odr &




» verbs expect a specific form of a houn/pronoun in a specific "position”.
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» These specific positions that the verb expects to fill are called slots,
and the nouns that fill these slots are called the verb's arguments.
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Example- English

gave to

John gave it to him.

John gave the ball to him.

John gave the ball to the dog.




Example- Hindi

.

A o 3G ag fear ar

TH o 3TH A fear ar
TH o AgeT I AGSd Sar ar




Let's try an alternative swap

Ha 3R ag fear | gave it to him

*Hol 3Gl dg @il * | ate it to him

+Hol 3HPI I§ FolrdT * | slept it to him
Hol 3! gg Tor@r | wrote it to him

*Hel 3P dg Phehl * | throw it to him




Complements(arguments) and adjuncts

» Arguments complete a predicate and are necessary for the sentence .

» Adjuncts are not required by the predicate, they are optional , they do add
usually temporal or locative information.

» Ram lives in Lucknow.

» Ram met Sita in Lucknow.

» Ram ( argument/ Sub); Sita ( argument/ object)

» In Lucknow ( argument prepositional phrase PP)

» BUT

» In Lucknow ...in the sentence -2 is optional , hence PP in S-2 is an adjunct




The arguments that must be present in order for the verb's sentence to make
grammatical sense are the verb's core arguments.

Let's go one step further and assert that the verb stores this information
somehow or somewhere. One way speakers could access this information is if
the structure of each verb and its arguments were stored in a mental
dictionary. We could choose to represent the verb's structure as verb
(argument 1, argument 2, ...). When we look at the verb give in | gave it to
him, we see a verb with three core arguments:

give = A1, A2, A3
¢ = gfFa 1, gied 2, giaa 3




Transitive-Intransitive-Di-atransitive

» Transitive verbs take a direct object, while intransitive verbs do not
accept one. Two of our verbs above are transitive: give and lift. Three
are intransitive: defer (in the sense of defer to
(someone)), fall and rain.

» Di-transitive verbs expect both a direct object and an indirect
object. So, we can classify give as di-transitive. Notice that we still
cannot recognize a difference between verbs that take only an
indirect object and verbs that want neither a direct nor indirect
object - from the perspective of transitivity, both are simply
intransitive.
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Copula / Linking Verbs

»do not show an action; they show a relationship.

»link or connect the subject of the sentence with a
noun or an adjective in the sentence.

subject noun

EX: YO\a seventh gguder.

subject |/ adjective

EX: Seventh grade - difficult.

S




Linking Verbs = to be

»All forms of the verb “to be” are
linking verbs.

examples:
»am is are
»was were be

»being been became
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fR=ar /376 & Il aTeFdl & qPeh FAUH W IR Ase a1 Aol § -
I# siFeX & ( T ). Ram is a doctor. (noun)

T FeeX & ( faQwor ). Rita is beautiful. (adjective)

AT &r 3farel J#1er g (fhar fAYuT ) My mother is at home only. (adverb)
HigeT WST & .(Peag fohadm TaATOT ) Mohan is standing. ( adverbial participle)

f3T H el areFy Ueh AT Teehid AT il § Sl sl + YTk + Tloleh
BRaT 81 diell Jfoiard Teshlor & el &Y elell &,

» English = Sub + Copula+ Complement

vV vV v v v Y




Arguments and their thematic roles

» At first, it looks as if case will do the job of marking the
types of arguments that a verb allows. After all, if the
verb give has slots for a subject, direct object and
indirect object, it follows that we can only use nominative
case pronouns in subject slots and accusative case
pronouns in direct object slots. When we follow that rule,
we produce well-formed sentences, and when we stray
from it, we produce poorly formed sentences:




cont...

» Let's take a different approach. We'll pursue the path
we started down earlier. We noticed that, when we us
the verb give, we also need to include a giver, a give
and a givee. Let's call those roles. In fact, since they'r
something like thematic performances or parts that
nouns play, we call them thematic roles. We could say
that "giver”, "givee" and "given” are names for the
thematic roles of the arguments of give.




Cont...

» But there's something about roles that strikes us as more
universal. The giver of give, the maker of make and the
singer of sing all share something - they are all agents. So,
let’s call this role the "agent”. Similarly, most nouns we've
been calling direct objects seem to be passively involved
(actions are done to them - they are given, made or sung).
Let's call that role the "patient”.




» You'll come up with a further observation when you look
at intransitive, mono-valent verbs like walk, sleep or fall.
The argument we've been calling the subject of those
verbs doesn't seem to instigate the action the way an
agent would. There's another role shared by walkers,
sleepers, fallers and subjects of intransitive verbs. Let's
call that role the "experiencer”.




Thematic roles

Agent: The ‘doer’ or instigator of the action denoted by the predicate.
Patient: The ‘undergoer’ of the action or event denoted by the
predicate.

Theme: The entity that is moved by the action or event denoted by
the predicate.
Experiencer: The living entity that experiences the action or event
denoted by the predicate.
Goal: The location or entity in the direction of which something
moves.
Benefactive: The entity that benefits from the action or event
denoted by the predicate.
Source: The location or entity from which something moves
Instrument: The medium by which the action or event denoted by the
predicate is carried out.




AT HfAPIT - HfARAT agent
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> ;IoTFITUTénstrumental— T 3 IAH T 98 &7 59 fhar & gree &1 iy
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> %ﬂm‘r experiencer- S fshar & geMTiad & AT AARAH AT FI g81a

IR ART 37, A 8gX 37
A source-fashrd gaer AT AT T3t & JHIT H S T JAT Gl &.
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» 3O location- FATT TG &F &l FIll &l &

> Hold Hol W &

> STETST THg H 39 IT

> HIU-ATT commitative 31fRARAT & TTT FH Fla drell.
» Ha TH & T Neaw ¢dr




