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Criminal Profiling

PROFILING BASICS

input

collecting orime scene inrormation

dacision procaess: crranging whe imput into

meaningzul pattornc and analysing victim and

of fender cisk

of fender motivation

{1} oriminal profilos devoloping thece cpecitio
descriptions oOf the offender
{5) investigation: using the profile as an aid oo

Adjunes in inwes

igesion

©

apprehension: checking the accuracy and tae

description againsT new info that emerges in The

{3) orime assessment: reconstructing the crime and the

nvestigation and changing the profile accordinglw.

PROFILING BASICS (cont'a)

The profiler...

-.-onxxpxxes all of the crime scene and farensic

avidanca influancing -

opsy raports, orime scana
photos, and other foreasic information.

---doas not raeviaew tha =u Spac list, which could
unwittingly influmnce hix opinion.

...focuses on several specific aress which are

important in construcking & psychalogicsl profila of

unidentified offender. ..

rofiling eguatlo

al.iom

= Inferences (indicated by the arrow) are decived from

n mn affmnmm (crime lecaticn, timm, nAtuare

of Lha wviclim, ato.)

seul. Lha

of the cffender that will be usesful

Tan

ESCALATION

Host ipdividusls who commit crimes begio with less

sericas

ffenses and, over the years, their level of

criminality incresses.

Lx: An offender may begio with voyeusisn, progress o

burglary, then assault, rape, and musdec.

TIME & LOCATION FACTORS

Various Lime elaranta v erimital conduclh are seveadlling
@f ke unidenciTiad of fandar’a el
How lomg Lne offeader speal wich Lhae wiclinm provides
additiconal incigal inco Lhe orime and che criminal. Ihe
loager an offeader spends wilh _Le vic_im, his Zi=zk of

aporehEnsion Ancreases.

Factors: Where the offender apprekended the victim
How the ocffender got the victim to go with him
Where the victim was killed
Body disposition

Was 2 vehicle used
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MODUS OPERANDI (M.O)

¢ Lhe method or Lechroices of carsyisg oul of Lhe crime.

The offender's H.O. con change over time.

Ba an irdividual gains mora axperierca, ha oftan adapla his

ariminal Lashnigua o ieeo

‘aaAn his el ficianay .

Since the offender's M.D. can change it is often not a

usarul mek

sl ror linkirg (oF conmrecliag)] a aeries of o@imes

L Lae sama of Tandas o

Instead, exarination of the offender’'s engagement in

ic bBmhavias as tha srime senes is ofoan

rrpaticive-rituslis

mara imporbtant in lirkirg crimes Lo Lha Same of Candar .

irnaufficiant in providing ancugh psy

SIGNATURE

oo uniguc scl of acts an offcndcr engages In wilkh cach

victim.

rilualislic

Many sexial offeaders engajge in repelitive

hrhavinr a= the ~rime seens sines the Affeanes Stnal$ in

caaxual grabificacion.

Tha=, an offender have = signatoes or oo ing e,

Ex: Fostmortem body positioning

Munilanion

Symbolic gesburas

behind

wWritten statements les

CRIME SCENE PATTERNS

Tha o

ime sceanas of viclan. sax olTa

murdarars can ba divided inko Lwe ganar

- Organized: Reflects a great deal 1* planning 10 which
little evidence is left behind

+ wissrgani

ad: HATlacts an impulsive, anplannaed or e

with m lot A ewddence Tefr

In

ividuals who leawve high organized cTime =censs seem

to hawve distinctly different personality

eharaciaristics and bah Lhoase whe

viaral patbtarna i

lrawa notably disordanifad crime Acanas.

PERSONALITY INFERENCES

OnEaNTAED

TMms

Organized crime scenes reflect a hich level oI con

Faalralnia area usad and Lha body 18 disposad of in oa

thougat-out manner, often anzported to another location

Aea L

am whare Lha murdaer Look g

TEATTE 7 AN NREANTEER ATTEHDER:

» secially compoloal and lalelligenos

- livemm with n partom-

= Lollows Lhe crime in he medis

- ohangea location afoes Lha of Tarsae
- psychopathic, narcissistic, © manipulative persconalities

- charming, nheal in appearasce, phyal

» can talk with membecs of oppozite sex

PERSONALITY INFERENCES (conc'a)

DTSORGANTZED CRIME:

Diacrganizad arima Aacanss reflack inpulaivily and lack

m ia efkan known Le Lhe offandar and

af plarning. Tha vic

Bodiaa ara lafl in plain sighl. A waapon af opporbuniby =

used.
TRAITE OF AH DISORCANIZED OFFENDER:

= poor work hislory

- lives alone and near the crime scene

= ha=s little intersst 1n media coveraje o case

= does not change lifestyle following case

- =schizoid, schizotypal, borderline, schizophrenic

= physically unattractive

little experience with members of oppozite sex

PERSONALITY AS AN INTERVENING
VARIABLE

ORGAR

FED CRTME:
Offcndcers who commit planncd offenscs Lypically hawve

personality disorder= that do not disorganize their thinking.

They are manipulative and deceptive by psychopathological

rymprtame like hallucinations and delusicne.

TEORGANTZED CRTM

Offonders who commii unplanncd, impulsive offcnscs have mere
obvicus psychopathological disturbance=. Their disorganized
personalitie=sz can prohibit thoughtful planning. They may lack

+hen mantrel snd defanese aeeded so ntmin their behawios. TE

Lheir Fantaslas grow Lo Lha palnk of compulaion, Lhay can asl

ut in 4 Lhaughblass mannas 1ikaly Lo gal Lham caught.
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PERSONALITY AS AN INTERVENING
VARTIABLE (cont'ay

EMCEPTTONS TO THE GENERAT. NDTION THAT SEVERR PEVCHOEATHOLOGY
LEADS TO UNEFLANNED CRIMES.

varanald paracr

liey disor

jar and parancid form of

schizophrenia do not di ize one's th =. Behawvior of

individuals with Lhasae Lypes of digcorders is organized,

sy bt i end, o Lhaughtful .
Alzo, aindivaduals with intact personalities can act

impulaiva whan

ceave i e b L

Hole: Mosi crime scenss are neilher highly organized o

disorganizad, but o

har fall am a normal discribocion Witk

highly organized/disorganized as the extremes.

INDUCTIVE VS.
DEDUCTIVE PROFILING

Both assume bLhat Ehe orima and orima scene raveal inta
SbouT The offendar.
Proalilers waing Lhse ionduckbive appeoach s i

rramarch bomad on identifiad offendscs of o porticolac

+typn of crime. The profiler uams resserch on aimilac
typar of committead crime to detecrmine possible
charactmristice af +the of fender.

Protfilars using bhe deducktive approach incorporats
wach piaos of avidanca in a case to oresate bhe oftendar
protile. Thay usa aducation, axperiance, and logic ta
analyze the orima seane and ereate a unigue of fendar

protile for aach ocrime.

CHALLENGES TO PROFILING
RESEARCH

Frofiling equations — information from controlled
conditions are oot what people actually do in their

daily lives.

Difficulty in obtaining information about what actually

happenz in crimes.

Folice databases are notoricusly imaccurate, patchy, and

unreliable.

Y




