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The Development of Education in India (1870-1919) :

Hunter Commission (1882-1883) :

During the tenure of Lord Ripon, Hunter Commission was appointed to enquire into the
execution of Wood’s Despatch of 1854.

This Commission was appointed on 3 february 1882 under the chairmanship of William
Wilson Hunter. This commission had 22 members.

The Commission passed nearly 200 proposals after surveying different regions of India.
In October 1882, the Commission gave 36 recommendations.

On Primary level, it was recommended that education should be given in Local
languages for convenience of Common people. Private help was welcomed but Primary
education was mandatory even without it. The control of these institutions was handed to
Local Authorities.

Secondary education had two aspects- First, Academic Education, for preparing
students for entrance examination of Universities. Second, Technical Education, for
preparing students for Employment.

Women Education was one of the main agenda of the reform.

“‘Payment by Results” was introduced and at least one model school had to be
established in each province.

Education based on Religious fanaticism was discouraged.

Punjab University was established in October 1882 and Allahabad university in
September 1887.

The recommendations of this commission was gravely criticized by Sir Alfred Lyall, Lt.
governor of North-West Provinces.



The Indian University Commission, 1904 :

Lord Curzon called for a conference to look upon the matters of Higher education, in
Shimla, 1901.

In this conference, nearly 150 proposals were passed and a commission had to be
appointed in 1902.

Sir Thomas Raleigh was the chairperson of this Commission. The objective of this
commission was to take an estimate of the condition of Universities in India and then
give Recommendations.

This commission only dealt with the matters related to Universities. Primary and
Secondary education were out of its priorities.

The University Act was passed in 1904. The main objective was to put the command of
Universities under Government’s control. Official interference was increased into
Universities’ matters.

It was recommended that Professors and fellows should be appointed. Laboratories and
Libraries were encouraged.

The number of fellows in University should be at least 50 and 100 at most. These fellows
must have been nominated by the Government. Maximum 20 members were to be
nominated in Presidency Universities, viz, Calcutta, Bombay and Madras. In other
Universities, maximum 15 fellows must have been nominated.

The Senate was privileged with the Veto right in matters of Universities.

The terms and conditions of affiliation to Universities were made more difficult. Governor
General/Viceroy had the Supreme authority among all the Officials.

Sadler University Commission (1917-1919) :

This commission was appointed under the Chairmanship of Michael Ernest Sadler,
Vice-Chancellor of Leeds University. The objective of this commission was to improvise
the conditions of Calcutta University.

Zia-Ud-Din Ahmad and Sir Ashutosh Mukerjee were among the members of the
Commission.

The commission submitted the reports in 1919. It consists of 13 Volumes.

The School-education was to be of 12 years. The students could only apply after
passing the Intermediate examination.

For the Graduation degree, students had to attend a Three-year education course.
Honours Curriculum was different from the regular Graduate programme.
Unitary-Residential teaching and Autonomous institutions were introduced. Dhaka
University was established to share the workload of Calcutta University.

Banaras, Dhaka, Aligarh and Lucknow Universities were established between 1916 and
1921.
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