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The Indian National Congress: The Foundation

Until 1885, there were many organisations which worked at regional level for the betterment of
the masses. Among these were Bengal British India Society, British Indian Association, Indian
Association, Poona Sarvajanik Sabha, Bombay Presidency Association, Madras Native
Association and so on. All of these worked for the same purpose- Welfare and reforms. But all
these organisations lacked one common thing, they could not perform on NATIONAL level.
People needed an organisation which could represent their demands before British
Government. To fulfill this need, an idea was formed by national leaders to establish a
National-level organisation. For this, they held a meeting, in 1883, called, INDIAN NATIONAL
CONFERENCE. Anand Mohan Bose was the president of this meeting. He wished this
conference to be the first step in forming a Nation-wide Organisation.

When the second conference was held in 1885, meanwhile, a retired British officer, named
Allan Octavian Hume proposed to form an organisation, through which Leaders could express
their demands and needs to British Supremes.

It is said that Lord Dufferin induced Hume to induce Indian Leaders to form an organisation so
they could easily escape an explosion against british, that might have been possible in that
scenario. Whatever the cause, Hume developed this idea which had already originated in the
minds of Indian Leaders. It is true that Indian Leaders also wanted the same, so could put their
expressions and demands in front of British Officials.

Whatever the objective could be, Hume was a liberal person and wanted an Organisation so a
Bridge could be formed between THE RULERS and THE RULED. In this run, he addressed an
assembly of Students at Calcutta University, March 1883. He demanded 50 volunteers to
perform duties of a Loyal citizen and serve their country and the Government.



Hence it was decided that a meeting shall be held at Poona, but due to the spread of Cholera in
there, it was held in Bombay, at Gokuldas Tejpal Sanskrit Pathshala, in December 1885. A total
number of 72 delegates, representing each province, joined this conference. Hence, the first
ever National-level organisation was formed by the efforts of Hume and Indian Leaders. This
organization was known as INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS. As R. Coupland writes, Indian
Nationalism was the child of British Raj and British Officials graced it.

Objectives of I.N.C. :

In the first conference of INC, the first President, Womesh Chandra Bonnerjee declared some
early objectives of this new-born organization, as-

1. To segregate and flourish fraternity among the peoples who want to serve the country
and masses.

2. To discuss the social issues thoroughly and collect feasible ideas and present them
before the Government.

3. To promote National Unity and annihilate differences on the bases of Cast, Culture,
Language.

4. To promote Social, educational and Political consciousness among the masses with the
help of educated Indians.

5. To put forward Ideas and feasible demands before the government.

6. To decide the policies and directions by which Leaders have had to function to serve the
country.

7. To promote mutual assistance and coordination among the members and active workers
of INC.

The First phase of Indian National Congress: The Moderates (1885-1905)-

The prominent leaders of INC, Dadabhai Naoroji, Pherozshah Mehta, Gopal Krishna Gokhale,
Badruddin Taiyabiji, Kashinath Tailang, Dinshaw Edulji Wacha, Mahadev Govind Ranade, Pandit
Malviya, S.N. Bonnerji and others were popularly known as The Moderates. It is so because of
their policies and way of conduct. Their Era is sometimes called The Era of Political
Mendicancy, The Era of Tea Party. The “Title” of Moderates was given to them by the Extremist
Leaders.

These Leaders believed in liberal political ways to convey their demands and proposals to the
British. These leaders did not believe in any differences, based on cast, culture, colour, religion

or Law. They just wanted to unite all the Indians into one Unit.

The Political Beliefs of The Moderates-




1. The Moderates believed in justice of The British Authorities, hence they propagated this
idea that if we let the Britishers know of our problems and demands, they will listen to us
and they may give us some authorities and provisions. For this purpose, they published
a Weekly magazine, “INDIA”.

2. The Moderates were completely loyal to the Crown and considered themselves the
“‘LOYAL SUBJECTS”. As Taiyabji once said, No one is more loyal than educated Indians
among the millions of her Majesty’s subjects.

3. These leaders believed that British education and institutions are a grace to them. They
literally followed British culture and civilization. They believed that british education is the
only way out of the chaos and mal-practices spread among indian masses.

4. The liberal leaders believed in Gradual changes and reforms. It was a very practical
policy of that time. Because a sudden change and bunch of reforms could not be
expected from a Foreign Rule.

The Policies and Tools of the Moderates-

1. The Moderates believed in proposing their demands and reforms in a polite way rather
than an arrogant way. They used constitutional methods to get the attention of British
Authorities.

2. They presented their demands by sending Representative bodies directly to Britain, so
they could let the British Parliament of their demands.

3. They used to send Petitions and humble letters to Viceroy and other British Officials.
They used very humble language in their letters addressing the Authorities. As Pandit
Malviya said once that We should frequently ask for the reforms so they may pay
swift-attention to our demands. Later, The Extremists criticised them by calling it
“Political Mendicancy”.

4. The Moderate leaders Morally pressurized the government to accept their demands by
showing them their loyalty.

The Achievements of The Moderates-

Since the moderates did not get what they supposed to, but yet they achieved some success. At
that time, it was impossible to get independent rule, even the Self-Government. So, the
moderates did not ask for it, instead they ask for some little reforms and some provisions which
were possible to get. It shows their practicality and Far-sightedness.

1. The Indian council Act of 1892 was one of their achievements. It was the result of their
efforts that the number of Provincial Councils was enhanced. It was the first
constitutional achievement of the Moderates.

2. Not on a large scale, but yet they managed to spread Political consciousness among
some people. This set the foundation for future movements and awareness.

3. They were the first to talk about the idea of UNITY on a national level. They provided a
stage for educated figures to suggest policies for the welfare of the masses.



4. They laid the foundation for Indian National Movement. All that happened afterwards,
somehow was a result of efforts of the earlier Congress Leaders.

5. They were the first to indicate the demerits of British rule. Although they are criticised for
their liberal policies and humble attitude towards the British, yet it is true that they
indicated the faults and flaws of the British Government. Dadabhai Naoroji indicated the
evil-policies of the british in his book, Poverty and Un-British rule in India. Later, R.C.
Dutta indicated the faults of the british economic policies in The Economic History Of
India.

The Failures of The Moderates-

1. Their tools and humble attitude towards british did not get them much from the British
Authorities, neither did their Loyalty for The Crown. Britishers did not provide enough
provisions on Social, Political or Economic Level. Even the Act of 1892 was not enough.

2. The conception and instruments of Petition, Prayer and Proposal of the Moderate
Leaders was not much effective, as the Brithishers avoided their demands recklessly.
They failed to get enough reforms which were needed at that very time.

3. They failed at establishing connection with the masses. The moderates were confined to
their methods. They always debated over the issues among themselves. They never
tried to know the attitude and mindset of commons. That is why The Extremists
mockingly called them “The Moderates” which literally meant- The Limited.

4. The Lack of resources was one of their failures. They lacked self-dependence and and
always relied upon the grace of the British. “They did not Demand, They humbly
begged”.

5. They failed to get the support of the Commons. It was their own-fault because they
never tried to involve common people in Congress. The membership of Congress was
limited to the Elite class and Educated Indians.

6. They never dreamt of a Free India, they only wished to live and flourish under the
branches of the British tree. They only asked for tiny reforms and failed at that too.

7. In 1886, Public Service commission was established which did not fulfill their
expectations. They Plead the government to organise the ICS examination in India, and
somehow Welby Commission was appointed to get and estimate of the expenses, but
it all gone in vain.

Hence, With some minor achievements and a Lot of failures, they paved a path for the
emergence of a completely different ideology- The Extremism.
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