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India under Edward Robert Bulwer, Lord of Lytton (1876-1880) :

Lytton was sent to India by Conservative government of Benjamin Disraeli in 1876.
Lytton opted for the policy of Free Trade. He put an end to tariffs on 29 Articles, including
Sugar, Wood-logs and drill and heavy machinery.

e |n economic matters, He followed the Policy of Financial Devolution. He transferred
some rights to Provincial governments such as, the rights to collect Land Revenue,
Irrigation tax, etc. He also transferred matters of Law and Order, General Administration
etc.

Sir John Strachey was the Member of Finance of the Viceroy's council.
Royal Titles Act, 1876 was introduced under the tenure of Lord Lytton. Under this act,
The Queen of Britain, Victoria |, was declared as the Empress of India.

e The Great famine of 1876 occurred during Lytton’s tenure. This famine lasted for nearly
two years. This was also commonly known as the Madras Famine. It covered the area of
approximately 257,000 square miles. It extended from Madras to Bombay, Mysore,
Hyderabad, Punjab and some parts of central India.

e Lord Lytton appointed the Famine Commision in 1878. He established Famine Funds in
each province to provide aid.

e The Vernacular Press Act was implemented under the 9th Article of the Act of 1878. It
was also known as “The Act for the better control of Publication in Oriental Languages”.
Anyone who was found convicted for breaking the laws, they were punished or
Penalised or both.

e Sir Erskine Perry, a member of India Council, called this act “Retrograde and
lll-conceived”.



e [ndian Arms Act was introduced under the 11th Article of the Act of 1878. Under this act,
it was prohibited to carry or trade Arms without license. If found guilty, Convict had to
serve 3 years’ jail sentence or Penalty or both.

e What was wrong with this act, was that only Indians came under the provisions of this
Act. Europeans, Anglo-Indians and officers of high ranks did not come under this Law.

e Lytton introduced the Statutory Civil Services in 1879-80. This Act enabled the
government to fill 1/6th of total vacancies among the blue-blooded Indians, i.e. the
Aristocratic Indian families.

e The maximum age of eligibility of Indians for appearing in I.C.S. reduced to 19 years
from 21 years. This Examination was only conducted in London.

e The Second Anglo-Afghan War was waged during Lord Lytton’s tenure.
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