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Reforms of Lord Ripon (1880-1884) :

Lord Ripon was a member of William Gladstone’s council and a Liberal.
He wrote “The Duty of the Age” in 1852.
Being a Liberal, his policies were somehow just opposite to Lytton’s.
He passed The Factory Act in 1881 for betterment of Factory and mill Workers. It was
only implemented on those factories where at least 100 labourers had been working
since last 4 months.
Under this Act it was decided that no child under the age of 7, shall work. The working
hours (9 hours) were decided for the children between age of 7 and 12. Fencing was
mandatory around heavy machines. A break of 1 hour was mandatory per day, and 4
day-holiday was mandatory in a month.|
Any Factory owner who didn’t follow these rules, were subjected to a penalty of 200rs.
Ripon also proposed Indian Immigration Bill in 1882.
First Complete Census was taken in 1881.
The state of Mysore was restored to Wadiyaar Rulers under the Rendition Act of 1881.
Lord Ripon repealed the Vernacular Press Act in 1882.
Lord Ripon continued the policy of Economic Decentralization. In 1882, He divided the
sources of Revenue into 3 categories- Imperial, Provincial and Divided.
He appointed Hunter Commission under the chairmanship of Sir William Hunter, who
was a member of Viceroy’'s Executive Council. This commission was appointed to
evaluate the progress of Education (which was supposed to be executed under Wood’s
Despatch).
The commission’s recommendations were about :

1. Academic Education- so students could be prepared for the Entrance

examination.



2. Commercial and Avocational Education- so students could be prepared for jobs
and commercial career.

This Commission was only appointed to give recommendations for Primary and
Secondary Education. University Level Education was not concerned under this reform.
Lord Ripon passed a Resolution on Local Self-Government in 1882. In rural areas, Local
Boards were appointed and in Urban Areas, Municipal Corporations were appointed. He
made sure that official intervention should be least.
In 1883, Dispute on llbert Bill was raised. Sir Courtenay Peregrine llbert was the
Law-member of Viceroy’s Executive Council, and he proposed this Bill.
This Bill was against the policy of Apartheid. This Bill could not make its demands, and with
some amendments, it was passed on 26 January 1884.
The Amended bill stated that, A jury (7 members must be European or American out of 12
total members) was required if an Indian judge was to face a European Convict.
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