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The Era of Radical Politics: The Extremists

The Policies and instruments of The Moderates failed to achieve those objectives that they
planned to. Their Methods of begging, proposing, sending Representatives bodies, Petitions did
not provide them with much success. Hence, A new ideology grew among the Congress leaders
which flew through Young Leaders, who did not believe in justice of the British. They wanted to
gain, instead of begging. Reason being, They believed that Swaraj is not something that could
be given to Indians by Britishers, Swaraj is what they were born with. The working methods of
these Young Leaders were called “The Extremists”. It is so because of their attitude towards the
British Raj. The prominent Leaders among the Extremists were, Bal Gangadhar Tilak, Lala
Lajpat Ray, Bipin Chanra Pal ( commonly known as Bal, Lal, Pal) and Aurobindo Ghosh, Sardar
Ajit Singh, Raj Narayan Bose, A.K. Dutta etc.

The Rise of The Extremists: Causes

There were a lot of reasons that caused the rise of a completely new ideology among the
Congress leaders, some of them are following-

1. Failures of the Moderate Ideology: This was the main cause which let the young leaders
choose a different path. The policies of The Moderates did not make it large, they failed
to achieve enough Provisions that supposed to. The Britishers were just using them as a
safety valve. Tilak branded the Moderates as Congress of Flatterers, and the Annual
conferences as A Holiday recreation.

2. Moderates failed to gain involvement of the Masses. They were confined to the elite
class and the educated class. They even declared their loyalty towards the Crown, which
made people believe that these leaders could not represent the commons.

3. The Westernisation: The trend of Western Culture was a provoking reason. The young
leaders tended to take inspiration from Indian Culture and Mythology. Swami
Vivekanand, Bankim Chandra Chatterjee, Swami Dayanand wrote and talked about the
Grandness of Indian Culture. Chatterjee wrote Anand Math, and from which the famous
“Saare jahaan se accha, Hindostan hamara” was excerpted. In 1886, Bankim wrote the
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Krishna Charitra, in which he portrayed Lord Krishna as a great Warrior and Diplomat.
Vivekananda popularised the teaching of Vedanta. All these efforts made Indian believe
that they were not the WHITEMEN’S BURDEN. People started to be proud of their
Culture.

The Degradation of Indian Economy: Frequent Famines during 1875-1900 and
Epidemics (plague) in Maharastra were devastating. But what was the real reason for
degradation of economy was British Policies of Trade and commerce. Agriculture was on
its knees due to British Policies towards peasants. Tilak said that the Commissions and
Commissioner were more fatal than the Epidemics.

The Royal Durbars: When the people were suffering from starvation, The Royal Durbars
were held to celebrate the Birthdays and other ceremonies in honor of British Royal
family. The Indians were barely able to make both ends beet, and the government was
organising these Royal Banquets. This provoked the leaders and the commons.

National Literature and Press: The Moderates failed to communicate with commons
because they usually worked with a foreign language. The Extremists learned from this
and they published their articles, pamphlets, newspapers in their native language. The
Maratha, The Kesari, The Yugaantar, The Sandhya were some of their print media.
Bankim Chandra’s Anand Math was a very popular writing of that Era. These media
encouraged people for Swadeshi and flew a Wave of Nationalism among Indians.

The Behaviour with Indians in other colonies: In other colonies, Indians were not even
treated as Humans. They were prohibited to enter the Hospitals, Colleges, Restaurants.
They could not even travel in First and Second class.

The contemporary events around the globe also induced Indians to raise a voice against
the Evil British rule. The Victory of Japan over Russia ( An Imperial nation) in 1895.
Ethiopian forces defeated Italian forces in 1895-96. These events broke the invincibility
of European Supremacy.

Inspiration from Western Nationalists: By studying the Western civilization and their
Histories, Indian Leaders drew inspiration from Nationalists like Mazzini, Garibaldi,
Burke, Washington. They studied the French Revolution, American war of
Independence, Movements in Italy and Ireland. This broadened their view and inspired
them.

The Tenure of Lord Curzon: Though there were lot of reasons which caused the Spirit of
Extremism to rise, but, Lord Curzon's policies were the Nails in the coffin. First, he
passed the Calcutta Municipal Corporation Act (1899) to end the self-government in
calcutta. Then, He passed the University Act (1904) to Europeanised the Indian
Universities. He reduced the number of Indian members in the Senate of Universities.
The Partition of Bengal (1905) : Lord Curzon’s oppressive policies reached their zenith
by the act for partition of Bengal. This was completely based on Communal bases to
draw a wall between Hindu and Muslim Communities.



Objectives and Political Ideology:

All extremist leaders shared a common idea that any reform can not be obtained by begging for
rights. Swaraj was the main objective of the extremist leaders. They believed that no reform
could be expected from the British Government, unless we have self-governments. Tilak
proclaimed that we do not have to beg for Swaraj, because British do not have the authority to
give it to us, WE WERE BORN WITH IT. Tilak did not talk of Freedom but he wanted the
Self-governments.

National Education was their objective too. It did not mean that they were against any Foreign
language, they just did not approve of British methods and systems. They wanted to establish
national educational institutions which would work in a national way. For this purpose Tilak
established Dakshin Shiksha Samaj and Malviya established Hindu Vishavavidyalya.
Aurobindo ghosh abdicated the title of Maharaja of Baroda and joined the Rastriya
Mahavidyalaya of Calcutta as Head-master.

The Methods and instruments of The Extremists:

1. The Swadeshi movement was the key point of the Extremist ideology. Leaders promoted
the production of Desi goods only and disapproved of other goods which were not made
in the country. They emphasised on desi clothes, industries, education etc. The objective
of this policy was to improve the economic condition of handicraft and local industries. It
was a sharp move which was used by Gandhi on a large scale later.

2. Boycott or Bahishkar was probably the infallible weapon in their arsenal. These leaders
made people believe that if we boycott the foreign products, industries and even Laws
and policies, it will be a great victory for us. Resigning from government posts,
Abdicating the titles, boycotting British schools and education was also part of the
Boycott movement.

3. National Education was their instrument of furnishing the local language-based
education and boycotting British education system. The leaders appealed to the
Students to boycott the Government schools and Universities. Sir Gurudas Bannerjee
was one of the founding members of the National Council of Education. Dayanand
Anglo-Vedic Colleges were established under the D.A.V. movements.

4. Passive Resistance was one sharp Arrow in their quiver. It meant that indian will not
contribute in any sort of Government policy. It was not violent protest but a
peacefully-conducted resistance. They refused to pay inappropriate taxes. Strikes were
also a part of this Passive resistance.

5. The Extremists promoted the Cooperative Organisations. Sanitation, Police were
proposed to be organised by these Cooperative Organisations. To resolve the Diwani
disputes, “The Panch’s Decision” system was suggested.



The Suppression of the movement:

The extremists started to gain public-attention as soon as they entered politics. It was because
of their Ground-level Methods which reached the masses' heart. This movement had its best
time in Bengal, and soon it spread through other provinces too, especially in Punjab and
Maharashtra. The partition of Bengal worked as a catalyst and accelerated the Swadeshi and
Boycott movement. Tilak started to celebrate Ganpati Utsav and Shivaji Utsav as his tool of
conduct.

This popular movement was a cause of tension for the Britishers. They knew that they had had
to do something to suppress this movement otherwise it would have been too late. So, the
government exiled most of the extremist leaders. Lala Lajpat Ray and Ajeet singh were sent to
Mandalay Jail without any trial. Tilak was sentenced to serve 6 years in prison for publishing
some “TREASONOUS” articles in his newspaper Kesari. Many newspaper editors were sent to
jail without any ftrial under the Press act, 1910.. Next year, in 1911, under The Seditious
Meetings Act, the government banned any public gathering without their permission. Section
124(A) and 153(A) were added to Indian Penal Code for suppression of this movement.

An Evaluation: Achievements and Failures

The most eye-catching achievement of the Extremists was to end the Supremacy of The British
government. They proved it to the masses that the united masses could make the government
listen to them. They did not believe in flattery or in big talk, worked on the ground level and
gained the trust of more people than the moderates had. They popularised the feeling of
Nationalism, Unity, Patriotism and Sacrifice. When Tilak was sentenced to serve, he said that
Maybe the bars could do something that the pen and the tongue didn't.

Boycott and Swadeshi proved to be more effective than Petition, Proposal and Prayer. The
Extremist leaders ignited the feeling of Nationalism in masses. “They reached into the huts, not
the mansions.” While during the reign of Moderates, Congress was limited to certain elite class,
in the region of Extremists, it included more of the commons. The Swadeshi and Boycott really
reached the hearts of the commons- “The students refused to touch the exam-sheets, kids
refused to play with foreign toys”. The popularity of Tilak could be measured by the rising riots
when he was arrested and sentenced in 1908. The workers at Mills of Bombay went on strike to
show their anger. It was the result of the achievements of Extremist leaders that Lenin called
this strike as “The First Political Action of The Indian Labourer’s class”. The Act of 1909 was
somehow the result of the efforts of the Extremists. In 1911, the Cancellation of Partition of
Bengal by Lord Hastings was their greatest achievement.

But, along with these achievements came some failures and the feeling of Alienation among
muslim communities was the worst among them. The British provoked the Muslim communities
and planted this idea in their head that Congress was an organisation only for Hindus. Lord
Curzon tried to divide the people on the basis of Religion. Besides, Tilak's methods of



celebrating hindu festivals somehow made Muslims believe that he was the leader of Hindus
only. The formation of Muslim League was somehow a failure of the Extremists.

The provisions of the Act of 1909 were not enough and the Extremists failed to obtain their chief
goal- The Swaraj.
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