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Continentalphilosophy,thatis philosophyafterHegelespeciallyin the European

continents,hasbranchesofphilosophicalthoughtssuchasexistentialism,phenomenology,

hermeneutics,deconstructionandcriticaltheory.ThefirstisofourconcernthatExistential

movementrootedinthe19thand20thcenturiesasthegradualaftermathofWorldWar-II(1939-

1945),theideologicalbaseofwhichisonthephilosophicaldiscourseontheexistenceof

humanbeing.Basically,itisarevoltagainsttraditionsandconventions.Thethemesofthis

philosophycanbegeneralizedthattraditionalandacademicphilosophyissterileandremote

from theconcernofreallifethereforethelaterphilosophyisfocusingontheindividual’sown

confrontationwiththeworld.Theworldisirrationalasitisbeyondthetotalandaccurate

comprehensionthroughphilosophyandasaresultofwhichitisabsurdforthereisnoultimate

explanation forwhyitisthe wayitis.Human existence ispervaded bysenselessness,

emptiness,triviality,isolationandinabilitywhicharefactorsresponsibleforanxiety,dread,self-

doubtanddespair.Andmostofall,theindividualconfrontsthenecessitytochoosehowtolive

withintheabsurdandirrationalworld.Theexistentialistsdonotagreewiththesolvabilityof

theseexistentialpredicamentsandlifeisbutdeteriorationandhavenovalueifnotstruggled

withthesepredicamentspersistently.Itisabeliefinindividuality,hisfreedom andrightsand

advocatesman’sexistencewithnoexternalorinternalbarriersintheessentialandinevitable

existenceofsufferingandmisery.

ThechiefexponentsofthisphilosophyareDanishphilosopherSorenKierkeggard(1813-

1855),GermanphilosophersFrederichNietzsche(1844-1900)andMartinHeidegger(1889-1976),

French writer-philosophers Jean-PaulSartre(1905-1980),AlbertCamus(1913-1960)and a

famousfeministSimondeBeauvior(1908-1996)forinstance.ForKierkeggard,thefundamental

truthofexistencedoesnotlieinrepresentationsuchasideas,propositionsorsymbols,butare

intheimmediatelylived,feltandacted.Accordingly,forNietzsche,HeideggerandAlbertCamus,

thenatureoflifeitselfisamatterof“being”or“becoming”andinthesignificanceofdeath.

Existentialism has had manyinfluences on disciplines like Psychoanalysis and Arts and

literaturesuchas,Dadaism,Expressionism,Surrealism andTheatreoftheAbsurd.However,in

accordance with the discourses ofthese philosophers and writers,the keyfactors they

emphasizeareanxiety,freedom,existence,irrationalityorabsurditywhichareexposedand

exhibited in theplaywearedealing with.Forourtaskisthereciprocalbridgebetween



existentialism andanabsurdplay,forwhichSartreandCamusarecrucialfiguresinthecontext.

ToQuoteSarterfrom his“Exstentialism andHumanism”,hestatesthat“…manexistsfirst,

experienceshimself,springsupintheworld,andthathedefineshimselfafterwards.”(Moore

andBruder196)AndinanalogytothisstatementCamusinhisMythofSisyphusstates,“This

heartwithinmeIcanfeel,andIjudgethatitexists.ThisworldIcantouch,andIlikewisejudge

thatitexists.Thereendsallmyknowledge,andtherestisconstruction.ForifItrytoseizethis

selfofwhichIfeelsure,ifItrytodefineandtosummarizeit,itisnothingbutwaterslipping

throughmyfingers.”(MooreandBruder200)

Basically,Existentialism is oftwo dimensionalideologies,buttheirfoundational

structuresareofthesamecriteria.Theirdiscrepancieslieincenteringforthestructure.The

dimensions are Theistic and Atheistic existentialisms.Accordingly,the existentialistic

interpretationoftheplayWaitingforGodotcanbebasedonthesameasVladimirrepresents

theisticexistentialistandEstragonatheisticexistentialist.Theybotharetryingtofindsenseand

meaninginlife,inamannerofwhichVladimirseeksmeaningthroughabeliefinsomeonehe

doesnotknowandEstragonthroughtheexperienceinlifeitself.Therefore,itiswithinthemain

existentialdomainitselfthereisadormantclashofclansbetweenthetwoexistentialcreeds.

Theplaycanmostlyberegardedasareasoningconflictbetweentheconceptofmeaninginlife

orexistence.

Thewholestoryoftheplaycanbesummarizedasthetwo tramps,Vladimirand

Estragon,keepwaitingforGodotwhoseidentitytheyarenotsureof.Ontheirpretextofwaiting,

theirdialoguesandeventsconveythesenseofexistentialelements.Thedramaticstructureof

theplaydeviatesfrom thetraditionalstandardsasitcontainsnosuchthingsasdevelopment,

reversalanddenouement.CharactersdonotindulgeinShakespeareanconflictsnorarethere

anymelodramaticscenesandsensationalsightsasitisthereasonablebreakawayfrom the

conventionalnormsthatcharacterizesthesenseofexistentialism inoneaspect.Thestructure

oftheplaycentersontherepetitionofhabitualactions.Andthisrepetitionsignifiesthe

meaninglessnessandinactivityinlife.Itisarepresentationofstagnantlife.Theplayshowsthat

theindividualmusttakeactioninlifeasheexistsinsteadofwaitingforsalvationimaginedtobe

broughtbyasuper-beingordeitythatisoutofcomprehensionbuttotakemattersoflifeinto

accounttocreatemeaningbytheinnatefreedom ofman.ItalsoappearsthatBecketttriesto

questiontheconceptoffaithinthesupernaturalbeing.



Astheplaybegins,thetwotrampsarealreadyoutcastsofsocietyandareinadeserted

placewithwhichtheyareaswellunfamiliar.Andthroughouttheplaytheyareintimidatedby

theirunpredictablemeetingwithGodot.Theirstateofbeingoutcastsandtheiruncertainty

aboutmeeting with Godotcreates the sense ofalienation fortheyhave no alternative

expectation,especiallyinthecaseofVladimir.Thesenseofthisalienationisdisguisedly

displayedbytheirhabitualactionsandthefearoflosingeachother.Ontheirwaitingthe

frequentremindingofEstragonbyVladimirthattheyarewaitingforGodotsuggeststhat

Vladimirisonewhotrustsinspiritualentityforguidanceandenlightenment.Onthecontraryof

whichtheexistentialphilosophyofhumanexperienceinthephysicalworldiswhatEstragon

seeksasintheirdialogueinAct-I:

Vladimir:Well,whatarewetodonow?

Estragon:Letusnotdoanythingatall.Itissaferthatway.

Vladimir:Let’swaitandseewhathehastosay.

Estragon:Whodoyoumean?

Vladimir:ImeanGodot.

Estragon:ThatisaGoodidea.

Vladimir:Weshouldwaittillweknowwhatourpositionnowis.

Estragon:Ontheotherhanditmightbebettertostriketheironbeforeitfreezes.

(Varshney92)

HereVladimirisdependingonGodottotellhim whatheneedstoknow regardinghis

existence,whileEstragonassertsthattheydonothavethetimetowaitandthattheyshould

takeactionontheirownbeforeitistoolate.Estragon’ssuggestionsuggeststhattheydonot

havetimetowaitforsomeonewhomayormaynotexistwithwhom theyarenotevencertain

aboutwhetherornottheyhaveanyengagement.Rather,theyhavetomakethemoveintheir

ownpresentlifeorexistencebeforetheirtimerunsout.Themetaphorofthecoolingiron

suggeststhathumanitydoesnothaveenoughtimetowaitfortheirspiritualponderingstooffer

them enlightenment,thatthechancewillpass,andtheireffortswillnottakeeffectonceitdoes.

ItisEstragonwhofollowsthenotionofnolongerwaitingonreligionforanswersandgoingto

thephilosophyofatheisticexistentialism.



AroundthefirstquarterofAct-I,Estragontriestosharehisdream withVladimirwhich

Vladimirinsistshim nottodoit.Itsuggeststhatinsteadoflookingintoauniversehecould

neverunderstand,Vladimirshould listen to Estragon’s dream which is based on human

experienceandiscomprehensibletohumanbeings.Here,itreferstothestatementthatone

shouldPlacemoreemphasisonpersonalorphysicalexperienceasameansofdiscovering

profoundtruthratherthanlookingintothedomainbeyondhumanperception.Proceedingtothe

sceneofPozzoandLuckyinAct-I,theirrelationshipreflectssomepeoplehavewiththeir

religion.WhenEstragonasksaboutwhyLuckydoesnotrelievehimselfoftheweighthecarries,

PozzorepliesthatitisbecauseLuckytriestoimpresshim.Thissignifieshowareligiousperson

wouldbearcertainburdenssuchasritualisticpracticeslikedailymorningprayerorgoingto

churchtopleasethehigherbeingsforinstance.InAct-II,atleastoneoftheweightscarriedby

Luckyturnsouttobeabagofsandwhichisthesymbolofanextraweight.Thesituationwith

PozzoandLuckycanbeasignificationofanexpressionoftheatheisticexistentialisticnotion

thatreligiouspracticesservenoactualpurposewhichisanunseenweightkeepingthem from

theenlightenmentthattheveryexistenceofphysicalworldcanoffer.

AtthelaterpartofAct-II,whentheboyinformsthatGodotiscoming,Vladimirnever

goessofarastothequestionhow reliabilityoftheinformationtheboygiveshim.Heeven

abruptlychangesthesubjectwhenitwouldmakemoresensetopushonthesubjectwhenheis

giventhesuspicionbytheboythatGodotdoesnothing.Itappearsasifitisastatementabout

thecaseofblindfaithinreligion.Sayforinstance,mostreligiouspeoplearetaughtnotto

questionthewillofGodandtakeforgrantedwhattheyaretold,whichisequallyaspointlessas

Vladimir’sblindfaiththatGodotwouldcomebasedonwhattheboytellshim.Thetwotramps

spendtheirpresenttimefindingwaystosimplykillthetimefocusingonthefutureneglecting

thepresentforwhichtheyhavenocertainmemoryofthepast.Itisanironicalimplicationofthe

factthatpeoplewhospendtheirlivestoattainblissinlifeafterdeathandtounderstandthe

meaningoflifeshouldinsteadfocusonthepastsothattheycanmakeameaningfullifeand

notendingupwasting.

Eventually,thepatternoftimeappearstobecircularorcyclicasopposetoalinear.

Lineartimeseemstohavebrokendown,aseventsdonotdevelopwithinevitableclimaxes

traditionally.Theboyreturnswiththesamemessage,Godotnevercomesandtomorrownever

seemstoarrive.Thetrampsareallthetimedrawingclosetoavaluebutneverreachingit.They



portraythehorroroftheiruneventfulrepetitiveexistenceasnoonecomesintheendoftheplay.

Andthewaitingbecomestheultimatewayofthem aswellashumaningeneral.Herewefind

theabsurdityandnothingnesswhichistherealityofhumanexistenceonwhichtheexistential

philosophyasawholeisbased.Theplaythen,offerscompellingevidenceinadherenceto

existentialphilosophyasamoresuitablemeansofpursuitforthemeaningoflifethroughlifeor

existenceitself.
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