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The cultural history of‘the Timurid dynasty is the
culmination of the tradition started in Turko-Afgan
period. The Moghul emperors were gr;at patrons of
learning and great builders., Innumerable Mosques,'
Mausolemms and educational institutions were cons-
tructed during this period. Except Aurangzeb all
other emperors extended their help graciously to the
growth and development of art, literature and music,
Bopkamaking as well as library -development m;;e
remarkable progresé during this perio«.

Zahir -ud-din Mohammad Babur was & scholar,man
of literary taste and author of several volumes
both on Jurisprudence agﬁ Prosciy.l He encouraged
calligeaphy and himself énvénted a new type of write
ing knowa as Babari hand.

Babur was very fond of books and took keen inter-
est in the development of his library. In 1525 he
took possession of the personal library of Ghazi
Khan and expected to find many good books there,

But he was disappointed and this is evidently clear
from his'following Saysng =
"I did not on the whole find so many books of
value as, from their appearance, I had expected."
’He distributed someaof the selected titles to

Humayun and Kamran,
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Babur was always accompanied by lsarned and li-
terary men who received considerable encouragement
from the emperor. Among them the name of Khwandamir
degerves speclal mention. Khwandamir who was a li-
brarian in Hirgt zccompaniod the king in hils sxpe-
dition to Bengal, .

During his reign innumerable schools and colle-
ges were built up. One of the duties of the Shuhrahe-
1-Am or the public works Departments was to build
Maktabs and Madgasahg. Bvery Madrasah usually had
its own library. .

Bibgr was also keen in building up the Igperial
library as well as hls own personal library ,where
he kept selected and well-illustrated books of his
choice. Heres within his personal library he used to
take rest and to relax. The ruler is also credited
for having introduced the art of book-illustration
which considerably developed during the reign of
his son and grandson.g |

Humayun, the eldest son of Babur ascended the
throne in 1530 A.D.

Humaytin imbibed some of the best traits and tra-
ditions of his family and like his father he was
highly educated and was passionately interested in
Arts and Sciences. Moreover while he, as an exiled
monarch, was living in Persia, he was strongly

influsnced by the literary and artistic activities
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- of Shah Tahmaspas court. He wrote a few volumes on
the nature of elements and loved to study Geography
and.‘Astronomyfo The other favourite subjects of
the emperor were literature and poetry and like his
predacessors he used to hold discussions with the
poets and philosophergf Ferishta writes that the
emperor built seven halls and named them after seven
planets., In the halls named after Saturn and Jupiter
he used to receive men of letters like Khwandamir,
the historian and ex-librarian of Hiratj Jauhar,the
reputed author, Admiral Sidi Aii Rais, the Turkish
scholar,poet and astronomer. In his travel diary
Admiral Rais wrote - "I started work and finished
my astronomical observations, working day and night
without taking any rest...'™ There 1s much enthusiasm
for poetry and poetical contests in thoss days and
for this reason I had to remain in the king's pre-
sence."lz

Humayin was & great lover of books and he was
encouraged to cultivate the hobby by his father who
presented him with selected books from the collsc-
tion of Gazi Xhan. The emperor's fondness went so
far that he used to carry a library of selected
works when he was engaged in battle-fields. During
the time of his expsditions to Bengal and Guzrat he
carried such iibraryfa Even being defeated by

Sher Xhan when he sncamped at Cambay he had several
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14
. -books and a librarian with him. One night during

the fugitive period a body of forest tribes known
&8s Kolis made a night attack on his camp and plund-
ered it and decamped with the booty of which was
a copy of the History of Tamerlaine%ﬁ This is
further corroborated by the following writing of .
Abul-Fazl - ? Many rare books which were his real
companions and were always kept in Hls Majesty's
personal possession were lost. Among these was
Timur -Namd, translated by Mulla Sultan Ali and
illustrated by Ustad Bihzad which is now in the
Shahenshah's libraryfﬁ“ Nizam, father of D%%a Beg
or Baz Bahadur was a librarian of the king.

The smperor's encouragement in establishing
libraries is $ashes further emphasised by the
fact that he converted a pleasure-house in Purana
Qila of Delhi into a library shortly before his
death, This house in Purania Qila was bullt by Sher
Shah in 1541 as a pleasure-house and was mamed as
Sher Mandal%a It is an octagonal bullding of granie
te and red sandstone and is two storied.

The magnificient buildings errected by Humayun
at Agra was known as Khana-i-Tilism. Its main pore
tion contained three bulldings of which Khana-i-
Sa'dat is one in$a the middle and octagonal in shape.
In its upper room was the library where thers was a

prayer carpet (jai nimag), books, gilded pen cases
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. (qalamdan), portfolios(Juzdan), picture books and
beautiful specimens of calligraphy}9

.Humayun fell down from the stairs of his librae
ry situated in Purana Qila, Delhi and exp%ged on
Sunday, January 26,1556 at about sun set,

Humayun's contribution, within such a short and
disturbed period, to the establishment of libraries
and encouragesment for the love of books is a praise-
worthy and notable achievement,

Akbar, the greatest of the Moghul emperors succeed-
ed Humayun ., The second battle of Panipat (November 5,
1556) closed the chapter of the Afgans and heralded
the real beginning of the Moghul empire in India.

Akbar so long ruled under the shadows of his
guardian Bairam Khan and the court ladiss. The death
of Bairam in 1561 and of his mother in 1562 made Akbar
free to rule by himself till his death in 1605. With
the fearless energy of Alexander, Akbar conquered the
entire morthern India and brought peace and prosperity
to R this war-torn land., This socio-economic change
contributed largely to the progress and develépment
of the cultural 1life in all its branches speciallyin
painting, writing and illustrating books, translating
books from other languages and in establishing libra-
ries, As a result besides the Imperial library "to
which probably no paralliel then existed or even existed

in the world" innumerable private libraries and
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© “1ibraries attached to educational institutions flouriw
shed during this period.

Akbar though unlettered was a very cultured man
with a strong desire for learning., He had refined and
very tolerant taste and genuine intellectual curiosi-
ty. "My father (Akbar) used to’hold discourse with
learned men of all persuation, particularly the Pan-
dits and the intelligent persons of Hindusthan.Though
he was illiterate, yet from constantly conversing with
learned and clever persons, hls language was so ¥X
polished that no one could discover from his‘’conversa-
tion that he was entirely uneducated. He understood
even the elegance of poetry and prose so well thgg it
is impossible £o concelive of any more proficient",

The above lines from the pen of his son and successor
aptly proves his (Akbar's) cultural trend of mind

and passionate genuine interest for knowledge. Not
only he made himgelf fit through discussions and
conversations but he maintained a very rich library
and appointed experisnced and learned people to read
aloud books to him every day. In this connection Abue
'l-Fazl writes:- "His Majesty's library is divided
into several parts; some of the books are kept within
and some without the Harem . . . Experienced people
bring them daily and read them before His Majesty,
who hears every book from the beginning to the end.

At whatever page the readers daily stop, His Majesty
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‘- makes with his own pen a sign, according to the nume
ber of pages; and rewards the readers with presents of
cash either in gold or silver, according to number of
leaves read out by them., Among books of renown, there
are no historicél facts of the past ages or curlosities
of science, or interssting points of philosophy with
which His Majesty, a leader of important sages, 1s
acquainted, He does not get tired of learning, a book
over againzgut listens to the reading of it with more
interest."” Thus Akbar became conversant with the
different philosophical ideas, literary trends and
historical facts."

Akbar inherited an Imperial library from his
father and out of his love for collection of books
he enriched the library to X a large extent, These
collections came mostly from some of the private
libraries and also from the libraries of Guzrat;
Jaunpur, Kaghmir, Bihar, Bengal and Deccgg. Further
additions were made by the writings and translations
done at his court and also from presentations from
the nobles and high officers.

Faizi had a good collection consisting of 4,300
Mss. in his library. After his death tgz collection
was transferred to the Imperial library, and it was
entered and numbsred along with the Imperial collec-
-tion., Faizi's collection was divided into three

different sections as (1) Poetry, music, medicine
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- and astrology (2) Philosophy, philelogy, Suffism,
astronomy and geometry and (3) Theology, law,commens
taries etc. There were several coples of the same
title.zgor example there were 101 coples of Nal
Daman.,

During the conquest of Gujrat the library of .
I'timad EKhan Gujratl was acquired by the emperor
and it was ggansferred to form a part ot the Impe-
rial libary. When Gujrat was finally conquered
Mirzi Khan Khanan rejoined the court and in the 34th
year he presented to the emperor a copy his Persian
translation of Babar's Chegta -i-memoirs(§aqi'tat-i-
Bibari).27

By order of the emperor many infortant works orie-
ginally written in Sanskrit and other languaged were
translated into Persian. The Mahabharat was translae
ted by Persian scholars like Nagqib Khan, Maulana
Abul Qadir of Badaon and Shayykh Sultan of Thanese
war and it contained nearly one thousand verses and
was named as Razm-Namalt or the book of wars. In
1589 A.D, Badaunli translated Ramayan after working.
hard for four years. Hagi Ibrahim Sirhind transla-
ted Atharvaveda; Fayzl the Lilabati, Hindu mathe-
matical worl; Mokammal Khan of Guzrat translated
Tajak, a well-known work om Astronomy; Mirza Abdur
Rahim Khan translated the memoirs of Babur from
Turkish into Persian and Maulana Shah Mahammad of
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. Shahbad translated the History of Kashmir from Kashe
miriany Mujam'l-Buldan, a treaties on towns and
countries was translated by several scholars from
Arabic., Besides these,translations of Nal-Daman
and Kalilawa Damna and, Tarikh-i-Alfi, history of
one'thousand years were done by learned scholars.a,8
It is evidently clear from the above that during
the time of Akbar there was a regular translation
bureau and manyzgmportant volunes were added to the

Imperial library.

Moveover the Imperial library and his per;onal
library were enriched by many original literary works.
Among the important verse writers special mention should
be made of Ghizali, Faizl, Muhammad Husain Naziri of
Nishapur, Sayyid Jamaluddin Urfi of Shieraj etec.
Jarome Kavier, an outstanding Jesuit wrote several
Persian works on Christian religion and philosophy
and presented them to Akbar and ﬁahingir.aO

In order to enhance the production of besautiful
volunes Akbar Qneouragei ealligraphy and painting,

He loved well illustrated books written with a fine
handwriting. The author of Ainei-Akbari writes that
during the time of Akbar there existed x eight
modes of writing as Suls, Tafgiggugaqqaq, Naskh,
Raihan, Riqa, Ghubar and Taliq. Akbar was very
'fond of Nasta'liq handwrliting and the famous master
of éaid writing, Muhammad Hussain of Kashmir was
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+.honoured by the title "Zarrin-Kalam™ or "God pen“32
Akbar being fond of good handwriting did not care
for the choicegt printed books presented by the 1lst
Jesuit Mission?a But he was not so hostile to
printed books like the Duke Federigo of Urbino
who would neither own them nor allow them in Xk
their collections.34

The first Jesuit mission presented to Akbhar
a huge and well bound Bible in four languages(He-
brew, Chaldee, Latin and Greek) in seven volumes.
This Royal Polygdot was edited by Montanus and
printed at Antwerp by Plantyn in 1569 - 1572 for
King Philip II. This volume, which was returned by
Akbar to the Fathers was in the Catholic library
of Lucknow till 1857, Thus Akbar possesssd many
Buropean books and he showed his European book
collection to the Fathers of the Third Mission in 1695,
He also requested them to take some of the ﬁooks as
they required. The Fathers received from Akbar's
library the Royal Bible and concordances, the
Summa and other works of S.Thomas Aquinas, the
works of the scholastic writer Domingo de Soto, of
S.Antonino of Forciglione, of Pope Sylvester(d.
1003) and Cardinal Cajetan{(1470-1534), the Chro-
nics of S.Francis, the History of the Popes,the
Laws of Portugal, the Commentaries of Alfonso

Albuguerque, the writings of the Brazil missionary
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‘of Juan Espeleta of Navarre (a relative of Jerome
Xavier, who died in 1555), the Exercitia Spiritualie
of S.Ignatius, the‘Constitutioﬁs of the Society,
and a Latin Grammar written by the Jesuit Emmanuel
Alvarez (1226-1582). Of several of these Akbar had
duplicates.

The Jesuit Fathers, besides the European books
presented to him Persian transliations of Christ's
1ife and Christian religious books. Akbar greatly
admired the books and he used to read them often,

"while Fr.Pigneiro wasighe town of Agra Y1602),
Fr.Xayvier, who was also there, presented to the King
a treatise in Persian on the life, miracles, and
doctrines of our Saviour Jesus Christ, which the
king had himself asked, and which he longed to see,
Hence, he showed that he esteemed it much and he
had it often read by his great Captain Agilscoa
(*Aziz Koka), who took so much pleasure in it that
he asked the father for another copy,'énd it was
already so much talked of among the Grandees that
there was hope God would by this means make known to
thogse infidels and unbelievers His only Son our Lord.
After this, the King asked the Fatggr for another
book on the 1ife of the Apostles®,

Mr., George Ranking of Oxford, ex-secretary to
‘the Board of Examiners in Calcutta possessed a copy

of Xavier's Persian translation of Lives of the
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\ Aposfles. The book in several places bears the seal

Muhammad Akbar, Parishah-i-Ghazi,1012(1.e.1604)
which shows that it belonged to the Koyal library
of Akbar.37

The emperor loved beautifully written and pro-
fusely illustrated Mss. For his Imperi§1 library
Akbar secured a richly illustrated Ms. of Razm-Nama!.
vhich costed him about £ 40,000, Cne such copy is
now in éhe Jaipur Durbar Library. Due to royal pa=
tronage ihnumerable able and master calligraphists

and artists devoted their lives for perfectign of

_his art,

Hbul-Bazl described insgetail their names and
activities in Ain-i-ikbari. More than hundred
painters during this time became famous masters.
His libraries contained innumeraﬁle books ornamented
with delicate paintings. The twalve volumes of the
story of Hamzah contained not less than one thou-
sand and four hundred illustrations. Volumes of
his library 1ike Chingiénimi, the Zafarnama, the
Razm namd, the Ramayan, Nal-Damayanti, Kalilahwa
Damanah etc. were all illustrated.4o In order to
encourage the art of4§§inting the emperor establi-
shed a royal studio.

Akbsr died ® in October 1605. After his death
an inventory of the Imperial properties housed in
the fort of Agra was taken. Two Buropean authors

Manrique and De Lact copied the inventory from
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official records when we find that the Iiperial
library contained 24,000 illustrated and well bound
volumes, The approximate price of the collection
Was %8.6,463,731, The average price of each volume
should be £ 27 to £ 30 and similarly according to
the rate ogzexchange total valuation should be

£ 737,169,

Mulla Pir Muhammad who was one of the tutors of
the4§ing served as the superintendent of the libra-
ry.

Besides the Imperial collection innumerable
libraries did flourish during this time and they
were mentained by the nobles, important citizens and
also by some of queens of the emperorg. One of his
queen Salimé Sultand Begam who waszyezz accomplished
lady maintained a library of her own. She wrote
many Persian poems under the non-de-plume of Makfi.
Badauni became embarrassed #s he or some body else
lost the book - the original "Thirty two thrones"
or Badauni's translation which Salima Begam had
been studying at that time%a Gul Badan Begam,the
daughter of Babur and authoress of Humayun Namal
was XEXX also a very learned lzgy and she collected
books for her personal library.

Among the libraries maintained by the nobles
_the libraries of Abdur Rahim Khanei-Khanan, who was
the governor of Ahmedabad in the first stage of his

career and also a scholar and the library of Shailkh
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- Faizigdmxzex deserves a special mention.

Khan-i-Khanan possessed a big personal library
which was maintained by a staff of 95 men. The per-
sonnel included the librarian, book-binder,scribe,
translator etc. and most of the books of the libra-
ry were written and presented by their respective:-
authors. Many seekers of wisdom used to visit the
library for "study and selfé1mprovement"48.Maulan§
Ibrahim Naggash, who was a scholar, writer,book-
binder and gilder served as Kitabdar of Khan-i-
Khanan's library. Mir Bagi wazgthe Nizam or the
highest officer of the library. Niamatullah, the
author of Makhzan-i-Afgh#ni sometimes acted as the
librarian of Shﬁn Khanan Abdur Rehim and then ago
a higtoriegrapher mf at Emperor Jahangir's court.

Shaigh Faizi had his own private library which
contained 4300 books. After his death in 1595 his
collection was transferred to the Imperial library
at Agra.

Sipha Salar Munim Khan, Khan Khanan, the goverw
nor of Jaunpur during the time of Akbar was a great
patron of learning and he bullt a bridge over the
Gumti near Jaunpur. He had also a hobby of collect-
ing books for his library. Bahddur Khan Uzbak his
friend presented him with a copy of Kulliyah Sa'di.
He also purchaggd books like Diwan of Mirza Kamran

for his library.
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Salim, after séven days of nis i‘a’chefx: Altbar's
deakh, éscénded the‘throné;at iAgfé‘dnd assumed the
title - Nur—ud—dln Munamnad Jahangir Padshdh Ghazi,
Though fond of pleasures Jahangir Was a man of refi-
ned tastes aﬂd 1nher1ted some of the vood qualities
of 'his father and Freat gxand father Babur, His Tuzuk
amply testifles his 1iterary tastes una love of books.

" Jahanglr was alqo a patron of learning -and promodar
,'tﬂﬁm o? fhe eause of eaucation. He ordered that the
propertigs.of,aJricQ hierle;s«man_should be utilised
for buildinp4and reﬁéirinQ'Médfashas, monasteries
and llbrarles and "reoalrpd eVeﬁ tqose Madrashas that
had for thirty years oeen the dwelllnv olaces of birds
and be%sts ‘and iilled with studeﬁts and professors 53
Taus through 1mperial pacrona - &gra main cained her
uradition of beln"\a centre of learnlﬂg and abode of
scholars. \ ’

" The ﬁmpecor not only 11herited a rlch Imperial
library~but oonsideraoly anrlched the collection
and added a picture waxlery to it. Durlng his time
Maktub hhan was the superintendent of .both the Impe-
“1a1 11bary and Picture gallery.sé

Be51des the Imperial 11brary the enperor had a
-personal 11brary and hls love of books was ¥.so great
that w%en he went to Guaratg hls personal library

moved.along with him, At Gua;gt he,presented books to

thé,Uiemas fxx from the iibrafy.\Jahéngir'describes "
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the presentation as follows:-

"On the 16th, Tuesday, the elite of Gujrat came
to me for the second time. I again gave them Khil'ah,
travelling expenses and land and then allowed to go.
1 gave every one of them from my personal library a
book like Tafsiri Kashshaf, Tafsiri Husaini,Rauze=-
tul-Ahbab and on the back of each book wrote the
date ofsghe arrival in Guijrat ahd the bestowing of
books."

To enrich hig library as well as to satisfy his
eraving for love of books Jahangir used to pirchase
Msgs at a very high price, Martin writes - "The manus-
eript for which Jahangir pald 3000 gold rupees - a
sun equivalent to £ 10,000 « would not fetch £2000
at a sale in Paris today. Through the following cen-
turies, the same love for old books prevailed and
ridiculous prices were paid for them, as high in
proportion gg Americans now pay for Rembrandts and
Van Dycks."

Jahangir enriched and patronised the art of book
illustration to a considerable degree, As Akbar had
a great fascination for life like portrait paintings,
Jahangir with the ldea that "actual likeness might
afford a great surprise to the reader than mere des-
cription,” appointed artists to illustrate his
"Jahangir-Namah" with life-like pictures of animals
that were broughg7to him by Mugarrb Khan from the

sea port of Goa.
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In order to maintain the huge imperial library
he had a large staff including copyists. When he com-
pleted writing Tuzuk he ordered the scribes of his
library to copy the same volume and distribute them
to the grandees of the country. Shah-Jahan received
the first copy. Jahangir also patronised the art of
calligraphy and honoured the eminent calligraphists
of the age. The mxpmxx emperor presented the eminent
calligraphist Shaikh Farid Bakharl with a robe of
honour, a jewelled sword, a pen and inkstand and
conferred the title ™M4ir Bakshi" on him. He said -

"I regard thee as Lord of the sword and the Pen"
(Sahibu - s -Saif-wa=-1l-qgalam)

Nur Jahan, the highly eultured consort of the
emperor was also a lover of books. She maintained
her private library and purchased a copy of the
Diwan of Kamran for three mohurs. The copy is now
preserved in the Khuda Baksh Libray, Patna and the
following lines eccur on the first page of the Diwan -

"Three Muhur the ggice of this tresure. Nawab
Nur-un - Nisa Begam". '

Shaikh Farid Bukharl was one of the grandees of
Jahangir's court and was for a long time the governor
of Lahor and Ahmedabad.~He maintained a personal lie
brary and bought -~ Diwan of. Hasan Dehlavi" for the
same, The volume is now iﬁ possession of Khuda Bakbh

60
Library, Patna.
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- Shah Jahan also like his pr8decessors patronised
. learning/end education. .

He encouraged learned men wifh'gifts\and presents
and many poets, theologicians and historians flourish-
ed in his time.”Among them special mention should be
made of Abdul Hamid Lahori, author of Padshah-Namai:;
Aminai Qazwini, aluthor of another Padshal-Nama!l:;
Muhammad Salih, author of ‘Amal-i-Salihj; Inayat Khan,
author -of ShéhuJah§n-NEmih. Under the patoonage of
Dara Shikah, the elde;t son of the emperor many impore
tant books were written and translated into Rersian.

Begides these translations and original mzk
works on various field of knowledge four voluminous
dictionariés were compiled and dedicated to Shah Jahan
- a) Farhang-i-Rashidi and b) Muntakhab-ul=Lughate
i-Shahjahani by Abdur Rashid -ul-Tatvij; chahar Ansaer
Danish by Amanullah and Shahid -1-Sadig by Md.Sadlq,
which deals with religious, philosoggical, political
ethical and cosmographical matters.

The emperor founded the Imperial college at
Delhi and repaired the college named as Dar-ul-Baqa.
It is very natural that these educational institu-
tions had their respective libraries. The emperor
though was not very particular about bookecollection
and library development still he used to listen re-

- gularly books read to him” in the late night,Sir J.

Sarcar writes- "At about 8-30 P,M, he returned to
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harem. Two and ébﬁetiﬁeé‘tﬂfeo hours were here spent
in 1isten1ng to songs by women. Then H;s Maaesty
retlred to bed and was ?ead to sleep. Good readers
sat behind a purdah which separated them from the
-roya; bed qhgmber and read alou@ books on travel,
1ives of éaints and~prophets aﬁa histépies of former
klngs ~ all fTCh z.in 1nsuruction, Among them,the
~411fe of Timar and autobiography of Babur were his

: spuc1al fnvourites.ezi _

Johann Albert Von Mandelslo, 4 young German
arrived at Surat in April, 1638. Later in the same
year he’ made “tour of Ahmadabad, Cambay,Agra and’ La-
‘hore. He wrota 1n hlS travel diarJ tnat the Imperial
llbrary of Shah Jahan had 24 000 bocks nlcely ooung?
Tne chief librarian was known as Darogha-Ki*ab-Khana.
The names of 'Abdur Rahman,RashidAll, the calligra-
phist] Mir Salib, Mir Sayvi&féli,‘l'tifmad Khang
_ 'Inayet Khan, son of Zafar Khan ara mentloned in con-
nection. of the‘posi?

During this time there were good libraries man-
ned by the Jesult Fathers ooth at Agra and Delhl The
-libraries CQntained bOOka writtenvln orlental langua -
ges b; Fathers as well as ériental_documents of reli-
gious character. The Avra'oblleve library was parbtly
looted and burnt on the advfce of- Shah Jahan while
Ahmad Shah Abd&li looted in 1759 the Delhi library

vexcent the books - Exceptla Libris Persicis and
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Father Henry Busi flrSu went to Delhi in 1650.'
His mlssion was’ to revive the cause of the Chrlstlan
mlssionaries at the Mnghul court. In order to have
his purpose fmlfilled he contacted Prlnce Dara and
some 1mportant nobles of “the court. Some of the Mus -
) lim nobles malntained 11brdr1es of Chrlstian litera~
ture. Fatner Busi had a discu351on with a ’master of
the Muslims who had a large llbrary - ‘llke an Arabie
Escurial' contalnlng ‘books on - the dlfferent aSpects
of Chflstlanity??_‘_:‘“— i‘f: ) ‘x'_ f%f'f., -

| In June 1656 Auranzeb assumed ohe Imperial dlg-
nlty, He was a man of high 1ntellectual powers, a brl-
lliant wrlter, a skilled administrator, undaunted
' soldler and & plous Moslem king._ ‘

_ He encouraged Islam1c Learnlng, founaed a num-
ber of schools and colleges, repaired the old Madra-
shas but at the same tide. ordered hlS governors to
destroy Hindu. schools and templeb and puk down their
religloua précﬁices.ea , |

Aurangzeb was highly religious. ‘Every day after
Jprayer at 2 PL.M, he used either to read Quran,copylng
"1t’ hun§1gg-thrqugh Arao}c JurispLude@cg or ggéd the
books and pamphlets of the Islamic religion. It is
evidently cléaf ffothis last will fhat he éaved a
sum of %.305 wnlcn he earned by se%%inb the copies

':of Quran wrltten or copled by him.



‘.' Fa belng oassionately dpvo*ed to Islamic law and
theology, ordnred eminent jurists’ to compile the Fatawa-
'<--A1amg1ri uader ‘the direction of Aulla leam and foX-
collected books on Tafsjrs, works on Hadjs,quh ete, -
These Volumes enrlched the collectlon of the Imperial
110rafy?l‘ Gl alSO aaoed a new COllQCQIOﬂ to the Impe-
rial llurary by tranbfmrriﬁg the, library of Muhammad
 Gawan from Bldar72 i'% ‘ )

‘Like his predecessorslﬁﬁrangzéﬁ entertained and
hoaoured‘é'group of expert célligraphists in his court,
Prince Dara Shikhh énd nrinéeés Ziblun—nis§<wefe train-
T ed in the art of calligraphy b} the famous calligraphi=-
st Aqa Abdur Hasbid while the emperor had his own train-
ing under the guidance of Syed.All Tabrizl, the libra-
‘rian of the Imperlal 1ib*ary?3

Fuhammad Salih, was the Nazim of the Imperlal
library and Muhammad Mansur and oayyid Ali-ai-Husaini
were- the Mahatmims. The former Muhaumlm was honoured
with the tit1e of Mgkramat Khag%

Emperor’s ﬂaughter ueb-unpalsa was a Very culm
tured 1ady. Sne was a poet, and x[ﬁgr request Mulla
Safiuddin translatga IuFn Razi's - Tafsire Xabir into
Persian and damed it Zebut Tafasir. She was a "sedu-
lous collecter of books and had a large libggry(
Ma'asiri ’Alamglri) for the use. of scholars.,

The.deathJOf Aurangzeb -on 3rd March 1707 heralded

the disintegration of the Moghul eﬁpire and his sons
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in order to get hold of the throne started ths bloody feud.
Among his successors Bahadur Shan(1707-1212) Muhammad Shah
(1719-48) and Shah Alam II(1758-1806) being cultured and men
of literary tastes tried to coatinue the Moghul tradition
inspite of the vissicitude of fortune egnd the invasion of
WAdir Sskak SHEh in 1733 A.D. '
' BahBdur Shah founded some more colleges and encouraged
the learned men of the society. |

Hadir Shah invaded India during the time of the next
ruler and ordered a general massacre of the Delhi city.The
congueror ecarried away with him gll the crown Jewels,the
famous Kohinoor diamond, the peacock throne and many valuable
and illustrated Persian manuscripts frou the Imperial library,

Shab Alam II tried to revive the old glory of the
Imperial library and he sincerely started to collect books
for the same. "It 1s mentioned in the -'Ibrat-Namah that
Ghulaw Qadir, the fiend in human shape, who had most cruely
deprived thelmonarch'cf his eyes only three'days before,went
into the jewel ﬁouse and took out a chest and a box of jewels,
several coples of the Quran and eight large baskets of
bcoks out of the Imperial librargé"

Among the contemporary libraries the valuable collections
of Maharaja Chikka Deva Riya(1672-1704 A.D.) of Mysore
ani of Maharaja Sawzl Jai Singh 1I(1836-1743 A.D.) of Jaipur
deserve special mention. Chikka Devals library of

rarest Sanskrit, philosophical and historieal works

vas destroyed by Tipu Sultan. Jai Singh, being highiy
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interested in Astronomy collected books on Astronomy
even from Europe. The library of Jai Singh contained
volumes like Euclid's Elements, books on plains and
spherical trigonometry, La Hire's Tabulee Astronomi-
cal, Hamsteed's Historla etc.77 After his death "Jal
Singh's son Jagat Singh gave this valuable library
to a courtesan and it’was thus destroyed and its
books distributed among its base relations."78

It will be interesting to note that during the
days of the later Moghuls the Jesuit Fathers carried
with them many Indian books to France mainly for the

79
library of Louisg the XV(1729-1735).

MOGHUL, ABCHIVES:

In the tradition of Bagdad and Cajro the Imperial
Moghuls used to maintain and preseve the important
government documents and state papers. The Moghul Govt.
was known as the Kiaghazl -Raj dr paper government as
most of the official records and transactions were
written on paper.SO

The Moghul courts maintained many news writers and
clerks x to record every official transactions and
orders in detail. There were 14 such news writers in
the court of Akbar.Sl Du Jarrie and Abul Fazl's
writings corroborate the Eruth.

Regarding the duties of the News-writers(Wa'gia-
Naviées) Abul ~-Fa%l writers - "Their's duty is to write

down the orders and doings of His Majesty and whatever
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82
the heads of the Departments report" .While Du Jarrie

informs us the followingie-

"The king 1S es.«s.. attended by a number of secre-
taries whose duty is to record every word that he
speaks.“83 During the time of Aurangzeb the weekly
reports of the newsqwriters and secretaries were read
to His Majesty regularly at 9 P.M. by the lady offi=-
cials in order to keep him abrest to the happenings
of his kingdom?é Manunhj,the Venetian tells us
that Aurangzeb, when sending an embassy to Persia
sent with it the usual officials, a'waqi'ahnavié and
a Khufiyah—navié.

The Moghul archives mainly maintained the follow=-
ing state documents?f

(1) Qagia or daily reports of the Imperial court

(2) Royal orders (Akham)

(3) Official correspondence includes the Imperial
letters, letters of the royal family, letters
of the grandees amongst themselves and address-
ed to the Empefor; officer's correspondence
and field despatches (Fateh Namah, Tuamar)

(4) Govt. orders issued from the various departments.

(5) Miscellaneous records like - will(Wasiat Namah)

statistical accounts, official annals, news
letters. | '

(6) Court chronicles include also the letter books

of the Munshis,
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All these abgve named documents and records were
generally preserved both at the capttals of the central
as well as provincial governnents during the time of
the Moghuls., The Imperial chancery or Daftar-Khana
was under a Daroga or officer-in-charge of tne records.
The provincial Daftar Knanas were under the Chief Minis-
ters or Dewans of bthe respective provinces,

» Even during the time of the toghuls important re-
cords and documents of sister states were preserved in
the Dafter-Khanas. This is amply corroborated by the
presence of a copy: of a farman of Shah Tahmas of
Persia in the Daftegr-Khana of Akbar at Agra and an un-
dated Shah Jahanl farman either possibly of Bijapur
or Golkonda sultanates in the provineial Daftar Khana
at Baganagar, Hyderabad.87

The building which was used as the Dafter-
Khana of Akbar still exists at Fatehpur Sikri."It is
a big hall 48% feet long and 28% feet wide with an en-
closed varandah and a frontal court. It is built on a
platform to the south of Akban's:bedroomﬁss

Williem Finch(1611), Joannes de Lact(1593-1649)
and Sebastien Manriyue(1640), the Buropean travellers
visited the Dafter-khani at Agraé.gg Similar Record
rooms were maintained in the Delhi fort and it existed

during the time of Aurangz®b and Bahadur Shah,

>
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Libraries
of
The

Minor Muslim Kingdoms

o

So far we have dwelt upon the contributions made
by the Turko-Afgan and Moghul rulers towards the deve-
lopment of Indian libraries. But besides them, many
small Muslim kingdoms sprang up all over India gnd
they also made valuable contributions in this field.

In order to complete the survey of the history
of medieval Indian libraries we shall present here
the achievements of those smaller kingdomse.

The Bahamani Kingioﬁ s

The Bahamani kingdom which was Tounded by
AfghanHagsan $angy Zoesd in 1347 A,D. degerves
special mention. The Bahamani kings who continued
their rule upto 1526 A,D. and stretched their empire
from sea to sea were great patrons of learning and
founded many colleges and libraries. Muiahid Shah
Bahgmani founded in 1378 a colliege for theeducation
of the o:c‘;:;h&tns.g'o Ahmad Shah built a magnificient
e¢ollege near Gulburga.gl Muhamnad Shah Bahamani IT
ballt another imposing college at Bidar which is

one of the many beautiful remains of the grandeur
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of the Bahamanis . All these colleges had their respecw
tive libraries along wit'. them. The Bidar college libra-
Ty contaiggd 3000 volumes {or the use of tie staff and
students,.

Beslides the college libraries, the kings and nobles
used to maintain their personal libraries.

Mahmud Gawan who served the Dalmani kingdom as minig-
ter in three successive reigns was a very simple man
and fond of learning. The military record of Muhaﬁa&
Shah IIT's (1463 -82) reign due to k wise and honest
policy of Mahmud Gawan is indeed one of triumphs.On
the return of Mahmud Gawdn's victorious expedition he
was promoted to high rank, the Quéen-mother called him
her brother and the king gave him a suit of his own
robeg and honoured him by a visit‘of three weeks,

Ferishta tells the story of his response to the
royal honours showered on him which shows his attitude
to the libraryt-

"On Mahmud Shgh's leaving the house of the minis=
ter. Mahmood Gavan, retiring to his chamber, disr?bed
himself of his splendid dress, threw himsclf on the
ground and wept plenteouslyj after which he came out,
put on the habit of a dervish, and calling together
all the most deserving holy and learned men, and
syeds of Bidar, distributing among them most of his
money, jewels, and other wealth, reserving, only his

elephants, horsés and library, saying: "Praise be to
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Gody I have escaped temptation, and am now free from
danger,."

Mulla Shamsuddin asked him why he had given away
everything but his library, his elephants, and horses.
He replied: "When the king honoured me with a visit,
and the Queen-mother called me brother, my evil pas=
slons began to prevail against my reasony and the
struggle between vice and virtue was so zreat in oy
mind, that I becanme distressed Evenvin the presence
of his Majesty, whe kindly enquired the cause of my
concern, L was obliged to feign 1llnegs in excule of
my conducts on which the king, advising me to take
come repose, roturned to his palace. " I have, there~
fore," said the minister, "parted with wealth, the
cause of this temptation to evil", His library,he
said, he had retained for the use of studeunts, and
his elephants and horses he regarded as the king's,
lent him only for a secason. After this day, the minig-
ter glways wore plain @pparel; vhen at ledsure from
State affairs he retired to his own mosque and colle~
ges Where he spent his time in the soclety of the
Zearned and persons eminent for piety and virtue.,"

Thug 'fahmud Gawan retained his personal library
which contained about 55,000 manusceripts till his
death (i.e. April 1431) and kept %t open for the use

25
of the students and learned men.
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Bijapur

Bijapur and Golconda had the credit of producing
some learned kings who patronised men of letters and
established educaticnal institutions and llbrarles.

Bijapur in its pre-Muslim days had the repatation
as a seat of learning and the magnificient thres stori-
ed college made of granite stands as & living exanple
of the past. It was converted into a mosque.

The Adil Shahi rulers were grest patrons of learn=
ing and lover of beooks. Rafi-ud-Din, a close associate
and an high officer of Ali Adil Shan I (155%9-15%)) des-
ceribed in his Tagkirateul-mulak the love of reading
and books of ALi Adil Shah I, The Sultan "had a zreat
iaclination towards bLhe study of books and he had pro=
cured many books connected with every kind of knowledge,
s» that a coloured library had become full, Nearly
sixtymen, calligraphists, gilders of books, bock-bind-
ers and illuminators were busy dolng their work whole
day in the librar?."96 The Sultan was so fond of
vooks that even during the time of Tour or military
campaign ne used to carry books with him. Once it
happensd tat “He (Ali Adil Suah I) had selected books
whieh filled four boxes which he kept with him in
Journey as well as in his gk palace. By chance in a
Journey when he reached the destination a2t the end

el the day it began to rain heavily and the streams
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bwrame so flooded that it beecame impossible to eross some
of their passages (i,e. fordable places). In these cir-
camstances the army became dispersed. When His Majesty
rgached the destination he was reminded of the boxes
of books. After some investigation it was found that
tne boxes had gone with the Royal Treasury by some
other road and people (accompanying them) had stayed
(at some other)place. At this he became very angry

and said, "I have told you thousand times that the
boxes of books should not be separated from me in any
case, but it has been of no avail. At that very mo-
ment one of {the nobles was sent to feteh the library
and so long as the boxes did not arrive he remained
ruch restless."g?

Ferishta, the great historian and author o Tarikhiw
Ferishta was permitted by Ibrahim Adil Shah II to work
in the royal library.

Froln the recently discovered palr of Rug'as or
registered government documents it is evidently clear
that one Hindu scholer Waman Pandit bin Anant of the
Shesh family of Bijapur was the royal librarian, The
docunents further state that as a :ieasure of sscurity
Tor the valuable royal manuseript collection Naro bin
Gangadhar and Husain Xhan in 1567 and Manjan Xhan in
1575 each with high position in the Adilshahi hierarchy
3tood guarantee for the safety and careful preservation

of the lmportant charge entrusted to Waman Pandit, the
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librarlan, The annual salary of the librarian was one
thousand Hun or about %.3500, It 1s believed that Waman
Pandit, a grandson of Anant, the librarian left Bijapur
as Muhggad Adil Shéh (1627-1656) wanted him to embrace
Islam.

‘Mr., Fergussen with Tregard to the Imperial Library
wrltes in his bookt=-

" Some of 1ts books are curious and interestling to
any one acquainted with Arabic and Persian literature.
A1l tﬁe most valuable manusceripts were, it is said,
taken away by Aurangzeb in cart loads and what remains
are literally ondy a remnant, but a precious one to the
persons in charge of the bullding who show them with
mounnful pride and regret."gg

The remnants of the royal library can be fcund in
the Asari Mahal at Bijapur.

Benzal:- ‘

Murshid Quli Ja'far Khan, Nawdb of Bengal who ruled
from 1704 to 1725 "possessed very extensive learning and
paid great respect to men who were eminent for thelr
piety or e erudition. He wrotgogith great elegance and
was a remarkable find penman." It is very natural
that a very cultured Nawab who used to copy Quran a few
hours everyday and who "maintained above two thousand
readers, bards and chanters, who were constantly emp§8§-

ed in reading the Quran and in other acts of devotion",
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had a magnifieient 1ibrary of his own.

Alivardi Khan oceupied the Masnad of Eengal from 1740
- to 1751. He also encouraged learning and his ccurt at Mur-
. shidabad became the home of learned men. One of them Mir |
Huhammad 'Ali had a library which contained 2000 volumég?
Gu‘r s

-Sﬁltén Ehmad,'the indépehdent>fuier~of Gujrat(s46 A.4.)

", was a lover of educatlon and established schools,colleges

" and’ librarles.,Regarding the: rcyal library & of Sultan
{.Ahmagliuvis written in Tarikh-l-Badayuni that after his
_ death his son Muhanad Shah taking out books from this
"saﬁe'royal iibrgfy,-ehtrﬁsféd them to the students of
’Madfasa~éhami-Burhan%?3 When‘ﬁkbér cbﬁquéred Gugrat he
dis tributed some ofﬁthe bodks from the same library to
the mobles¢‘ DR '
_ Besides tﬁé féyél libfari”there were many other

... personal libraries. ‘Sayyid Muhammad ‘Shiah Alam(dled in
280 @.D.) the great saint of Guarat had a personal li-
‘ brary.104 fﬁe library improved during the time of his
z-successor Sayyid Jaffar Badr'Alam. The former collected
rare books for his 1ibrary from Arabia and Persia. The
latter founded a Madrashah and the library was a part of

1056
the college.

~ During the fifteenth century the Sharqi kingdom
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of Jaunpur became an importaht centre of learning. Its
claim to the intellectualvleadership of the contempo=
Tary In#ia 1s borne out by the fact that Jaunpur produe
-ced~a number of scholars and religious reformers who
led men and movementé. It was known as Shiraz of India.
There at that time developed twenty schoois of thought,
each'having on its roll several hundred scholaré?s

The Sharqi:kings were enlightened rulers and they
truly patrohized authors and scholars, Jaunpur thus
became a,cenfre of many good libraries. The cultural
. eminence and fame of good libraries attmacted Q;ny
scholars from different parts of India. Among the
libraries, the l;ﬁrarieé of Maulavi Maashuq Ali and
. of the Muftl Syed Abul-Baga were Well known. The

107
former had a collectlon of 5,000 voluues.

Ehgndesh

| Qﬁé'DeccaniiSulﬁéns failed to defend theuselves
against the onrush of tnehpowerful Muzhuls. Akbaf con -~
quered Khandesh but the kingdom was not finally annex-
ed to the Empire till the relgn of Shah Jahin.

\ The Farugi Sultans of Knandesh respected scholars,
poets an& Sﬁfis and they also had s fine library. Ferishe
ta visited this library and used some of its books.

From obé'of the:books he copied_the history of the

108 .
Faruqi rulers. The British Museum has in its possess=
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-ion a letter written to Raja Ali Khan, king of Khanw
desh by Malikeush-Shuna ¥aizi where he requested the
king BR to send with coples of some pages of Tughluq

109
Name of the said library.

Qudh

-«

-During the decaying déys of the Mughal empire the
inevitable centrifugal tendency was manifest in diff-
erent parts of the empire and the provincial viceroys
made themselves independent of the titular Delhl empe-
ror. The important of them were the Subahdars.of the
Deccan, Oudh and Bengal,

The founder of the kingdom of Oudh was Sa'%iat
Khan who was appointed governor in 1724, The aiﬁi
ruled Oudh for eight generations with this capital
at Lucknow.

The generosity and love of wisdom of Nawab asafe
ud-Dawla(1775-1795 A,D,) encouraged establishment of
Madrasas, libraries as well as arts and crafts schools
at Lucknow, Thus Lucknow became & very important
centre of Islamic cuiture and began to chaliienge
the culturai dominance of Delhi.

Among the many important libraries in and around
Lucknow the Imperial library deserves special men=
tion. From the description of Sprenger, an Englishe
neit who wisited Lucknow in 1848 we collect informa-

tion of the library which stood in the old Daulat
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Khana near Gomti. At that time the library was in a
neglected and ruiped condition. The description of
Sprenger runs as followsswe.

" I visited the library along with 'Allami Tafaw
ddul Khan, It has books to the number of approxi-
mately three lacs and a servant is deputed for every
hundred books.

"Books of different languages like Arabic, Per-
sian and English, both prose and poetry, were there,
Besides Qatl'at of Bemusr ponman, there were fine
specimens of Indian, Iranima, European and Tusrkish
paintings, in such large numbers that it would re-
quire Noah's 1ife to see them all., I had the oppor-
tunity of seeing literary books in countless numbers
books like Madarik, Masalik, Mafatih, Kashkul,Bahr-
ul-Anwvar, etc.

"It has numerous books written in the hand of
the authors themselves. On enquiry the Muhtamim
told me that it contains some seven hundred such
books., When Delhi was ruined, the greater part of
that library came to the Royal Libary of Lucknow.

"The truth is that this library is rare and
valuable to such an extent that even the precious
stones o? the Roy§%DEXhzxxxiihatx Library ecan
hardly equal it."

Mr.SeAeZafar Nadir stated that he had seen
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many books bearing the seal of the Royal kibdwrxy Libra-
ry of Oudh in various libraries &f Indiaas which corro-
borates the statement of Sprenger.111

In about 1789 Mirza Sulaiman Shikoh, third son
of Shah Alam fled to Lucknow where he was warmly
refeived by Nawab Aéaf-udnnawla. He was a poet and
great patron of poets and authors. In his library
there were several copies of Diwan of Shaikh Ghulam
Hamdani Mushafli. The Rampur library has copies of

Diwan bearing the seal of Yirgza Sulaiman Shikoh.
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. LIBRARIES
OF
m: MARATIA RUL,ERS

3 -

In keeping yith the traditions of .the time Marithids
»ercouraged laarning and patronlzed the scholars by
Dakshana grants. They used. to spend a con31derable
anount under this head. As a result -of- this money I'Sw
ward the lmportant cities of Maratha klnsdom and the
capital city Poona became centres of Sanskrit 1e%rning
and hdme'deéchélars‘from different parts of Indiia.The
last'Pe;hwﬁ Baji.Rao 11 spent’every year about four
lakﬁs,of rupees - in p@?ahana grant»llg

_Iflis very natural #hat as a result of all these
‘ cultuygi activities fﬁere grew up libraries.all over |
Maréihﬁ‘gohptry; Tha‘Pgshwas also méintained their
own 1i§rariés.zlni;7éf~48 Béiéji Béjilﬂéo for his own
librar& ¢ollected about thirt&hsix manuécripté from
Udaipur and in 1755-86 he also purchased fifteen manue
snripts.’The Péshwas not only procurea manuseripts
bat got other rare and old mannscrlpta copied. In
1765~66 the flrst ﬂadhava Rao uséed o spend every
.month a sum of %.31.00 for copying manuscripts of

. ‘114
his llbrary.

i

[s]
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‘Like theoﬂuxhals, ﬂarathas also malntained a big

’ Pstabllshment, the ;mperlal secretarlat or Huzur Daf
tar to preserve all state papers, &ocumeqts and account
books with utmost care and orderé complying more than
two hundred Karkuns or clefks.ll Besides these each
vvillage'used to maintain their own Tecords under the
care of. ﬁhé Patil, The viiiage record kéepers Wwere
known as ﬁulkarnl. The records of the Peshwas from the
points of view of authenticity ana reliability were
ideal, Thp Daftar-khand maintained a- high tradition
t111 the time of Baai Rao II: whsn " The buftur ‘was’

not ‘only much neglected but its establishduent was
almoét~entirely done away. aﬁd people were even permi-
—tted to carry away the records or do with them what

116
they pleased.“
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- LIBRARIES
ATTACHED . TO
HINDU CENTIES OF LEARNING

o .

The confemporary éeqtreﬂ of‘Hindu learning suclr as,
Banaras, Tirhut, Mithila,Nadla ete, ylayed important parts
in the hlstory of Indian library developments, The llbra-
ries of these institutions contained huge collection of
"manuscripts on religion, and philcsophy as well as on
other subgects llike medlcine,‘SCLGnce and histor¥. Dr.
Fryer, who travelled in India.in the 17th cy. visited
. such libraries which wer re filled w;th Sanskiit ?ﬁnuscripts
"uqfolderinc the mysterles of their relig*oﬂ."l During
his travel in India Bernier (A,D. 1656 - 1668)visited
-Banaras; His letter to Monsieur ehapelaih despatched
from Chiras in Persia on 4th Ocﬁober:1667 1s important
as it describes the hlstory of Saqskrit 1earni'1rr at
Banaras in the 17th cJ. Benaras was taen a celebrated
seat of learnln" and home of many reputed scholars.

A list of about 69 pundits can be found from Kavindra-
jahandrodaya.l;g Kavin&récirya wasAthén leaderland all
these Pandits of Benaras were held in high esteem by
Shah Jahan and his son Dara. "

ﬁavindracharya, a renowned. Vedic scholar and well

vcrsed in all branches of banskrlt learning was born

on the banks of tha Godavari, But hm ﬂade Benaras his
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abode.'He led the députation~bf Hindu Pandits to Agra
against the pilgrim tax levied by Shan Jahan on pil-
grims of Allahabéd and Dengras. He exercised his in-
fluence and made th? Mogul emperor abglish the tax,
’Shéh Jahénﬁqonferred on him the title Sarvavidyani-
dhana and also given him a pension, of %.2073/-which.
was -stopped by Aurangzeb. Kavindra had a fine collec-
tlon of &anuscriptsk The‘library was éatalogned in a
: classified way. The catalogue ‘was obtained from a cer-
tain math of Benaras and it.(KavindréchErya Suchi
- Patra) was published in the Gackwad's Oriental deries,
(No,XVII), The library was aisperseci after the death
" of the owner ani many of the manuscriptﬂ of the said
iibrary can be identified as’ they contain the EndRxes
endorsement "3 arvavidyanidana Kavindracharya Saras-
watinam Pustakam." ~

When Bernier reached Benaras he was warmly re-
ceived by Kavzndra in the "Univeraity library“llgwhere
he invited six eminent scholars for discussion with
Bernler. He wrote ..“.... it has 1ts authors on philo-
sophy, works on medicine written in verse and many
other kinds of bocks with which a 1arge hall at
Benagras is entirely filled."%zo Thgse libraries were
preserved with passionate‘zgal‘and love and it was a
difficult task to procure such manuscripts. Bernier
wrote= " , o . those books being of great bulk,at

least if they were Beths which were shown to me at
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Benaras. They are so scarce that ny Agah, not withstand-
ing all his deligence, has not succeeded in pufchasing
a copys. The gentiles indeed.concealAﬁhem with much
care, lest t@ey shoul? £all iyto the @aﬁds of the ?ggo-
medans, and be burnt, as frequently has happened,"
The above statemeﬁt is further corroborated by ano- -
ther traveller Theverct who writés - "They have many
‘ancient books all in verse'of which they are great

122
loverg."”

These collections of Manuscrlpts were preserved
with passionate care b& the learned Hindu scholals
during their life tiﬁé'but after their death the cole
lections were decentralized and some of thom were

destroyed by the then foreign rulers.
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