Tenure of George Nathaniel Curzon (1899-1905) :

Lord Curzon was a British Statesman, a supporter of Conservative Party, served as Viceroy of
India from 1899 to 1905. He was the successor of Lord Elgin as Viceroy. Surely he had more
knowledge of Indian territories and their diversities than any Viceroy had. Most importantly, He
gravely understood the importance of North-West Frontier boundaries. He had a great
knowledge of the Eastern World and wrote some books such as, Tales of Travel, Frontiers, On
the Indian Frontier efc.

Being a conservative, his political policies show us his harsh and strict nature towards Indian
matters. When he held the Viceroy’s office, he had a lot of problems to face, despite that, He
introduced many reforms in Administration. His policies indicate that he increased the
intervention of the Government in each and every field. Administration, Education, Defence
everywhere we can see his Strict and disciplined attitude, as should be expected from a true
Englishman.

e Calcutta Corporation Act, 1899:

With his appointment as the Viceroy, he Immediately introduced a reform. He reduced the
number of elected members in Calcutta Municipal Corporation and increased the strength of
British members, thereby giving British members a majority. By the implementation of this Act,
Calcutta Corporation became merely an Anglo-Indian House. Viceroy had the say, and the
Indians didn’t. Indian members were not happy with this Act, so the whole of 28 members
resigned from the Corporation to show their discontent. It made no mark in Curzon’s mind and
he said He would be very much glad to be the Mayor of the Corporation after his retirement.

e Financial Reforms:

The famine of 1899-1900 cast havoc on Indian territories, specifically, on Sothern, Middle and
Western India. To provide people with relief, Lord Curzon appointed a “Famine Commission”
under the Chairmanship of Sir Anthony MacDonnnell. The commission held a survey of the
affected areas and published the report in 1901. The commission opt the policy of Moral
Strategy to provide relief and gain favour of the public. Their recommendations were-

1. In the Initial stage, the Government should give relief in affected areas by reducing the
pressure of Revenue-collection. And lift the taxes off, if possible.

In affected areas, Loans and other means of financial relief should be provided without
delay.

The government should promote local and Unofficial help.

Small industries should be promoted so they can get employment.

Irrigation should be un-interrupted and vast.

The government should start to take measures for Conservation of Water.
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7. For providing loans on low interest rates, Agricultural Banks should be established. In
1904, the Co-operative Credit Societies Act was passed for this purpose.
8. Railways should be expended to provide swift and instant relief.

Some of these policies even lasted till 1947. Curzon approved all the recommendations and
sanctioned a relief amount of 600,00,000 rupees.

Under the chairmanship of Sir Colin Scott Moncrieff, an expert of lIrrigation, an irrigation
commission was appointed in 1901. The commission suggested an expenditure of 4.5 crore
rupees for the upcoming 20 years for the betterment of the Irrigation system. Jhelum canal,
Upper Chenab and other canal-projects took place.

Punjab land Alienation Act was passed in 1900 to put an end to the transferring of land to
absentee Landlords.

A separate department for Trade and Commerce was established, so the commercial needs of
India can be looked after. This department also maintained Postal services, Wire and Railway
and Ports.

In 1899, Indian Coinage and Paper Currency Act was passed and Indian economy was put to
Gold Standard. But due to some flaws, it was transformed into the Gold Exchange Standard
Plan.

Sir Thomas Robertson was a Railway-expert. Under his Chairmanship, a committee was
appointed in 1901. Lord Curzon knew the importance of Railway reforms, therefore, he took
some measures to make the railway much better. The Robertson committee suggested turning
the railway lines into commercial enterprises. In 1905, Railway Board consisted of three
members at first- A Government Railway official (The Chairman), A Railway Manager and an
Agent of a Company Railway. The board was placed under the Department of Commerce and
Industry.

e Police Reforms:

In 1902, a Police commission was appointed under the chairmanship of Sir Andrew Fraser. The
commission submitted the report in 1903. It was reported that the Police department was unable
to work efficiently. To make amends, it was recommended that the salaries at all levels should
be increased. Police training schools should be established for trainees. Direct recruitment to
high posts and appointment of Intelligence department. He attached the Department of Criminal
Intelligence (D.C.l.) to the central government.

Most of these recommendations were approved by Viceroy and the expenditure on Police
increased to an amount of 32,12,189 Pound Sterling.



e The Indian University Commission, 1904 :

e Lord Curzon called for a conference to look upon the matters of Higher education, in Shimla,
1901.

e In this conference, nearly 150 proposals were passed and a commission had to be appointed
in 1902.

e Sir Thomas Raleigh was the chairperson of this Commission. The objective of this
commission was to take an estimate of the condition of Universities in India and then give
Recommendations.

e This commission only dealt with the matters related to Universities. Primary and Secondary
education were out of its priorities.

e The University Act was passed in 1904. The main objective was to put the command of
Universities under Government’s control. Official interference was increased into Universities’
matters.

e It was recommended that Professors and fellows should be appointed. Laboratories and
Libraries were encouraged.

e The number of fellows in University should be at least 50 and 100 at most. These fellows must
have been nominated by the Government. Maximum 20 members were to be nominated in
Presidency Universities, viz, Calcutta, Bombay and Madras. In other Universities, maximum 15
fellows must have been nominated.

e The Senate was privileged with the Veto right in matters of Universities.

e The terms and conditions of affiliation to Universities were made more difficult. Governor
General/Viceroy had the Supreme authority among all the Officials.

e Military Reforms:

Russiophobia was the most important factor for Curzon’s Military reforms. In 1902, Lord
Kitchener arrived in India as Commander-in-chief. He carried a series of reforms that would
glorify the military strength of British-Indian Army. Under these reforms, Indian Army was divided
into these Commands-



1. Northern Command- Peshawar, Rawalpindi and Lahore.
2. Western Command- Quetta, Mhow and Poona.
3. Eastern Command- Meerut and Lucknow.

For training of Officers, a college was established in Quetta on the model of Camberley College
of England. Each battalion had to pass a difficult test, known as the Kitchener Test. The Army
was provided with advanced Weapons.

e Ancient Monument Preservation Act, 1904

Being a scholar of History and Archaeology, he passed this act for prevention of old and Ancient
monuments. He sanctioned an amount of 50,000 Pound Sterling for preservation of old
monuments.
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