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The Partition of Bengal:

The Bengal Presidency consisted of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa along with some parts of
Chhattisgarh and Assam. Having a population of nearly 80 million it was the largest Province of
British India. It covered over 180,000 square miles of land territory. Surely, being the most
populated Province it was not easy to administer this territory. During the decade of the 1900s,
the population of Bihar and Orissa was over 21 million. Curzon wanted to divide the presidency
of Bengal on the basis of Administrative boundaries. Apart from that, he was quite disturbed by
the spirit of Nationalism among Indians. The divisions of Maymansingh and Bakarganj were a
pain for him. So, the Viceroy decided to divide the Province into two parts. Hence, He planned
to split Orissa and Bihar and join 15 eastern districts of Bengal with Assam. The Eastern
province held a population of 31 million, most of which was Muslim, with its centre at Dhaka.

It was not the first time that these sort of divisions happened. In 1865, present-day Uttar
Pradesh was joined into North-Western Province and Assam was separated from it. In 1904,
Curzon paid a visit to Eastern Bengali territories and in October 1905, he decided to implement
this Partition. Eastern Bengal and Assam were made into a brand new Province which included
Rajshahi, Chitgaon and Dhaka divisions, with Dhaka as its center. It consisted of a land area of
106,540 square miles and a population of 31 million, of which, 18 million of Muslims and 12
million Hindus and 1 million others. Dhaka was its Head-quarter. A lieutenant-governor was to
rule this new province. The other province was made of Bihar, Western Bengal and Orissa,
consisting 141,580 square miles of land and the population of 54 million, of which 42 million
Hindus and 9 million Muslims. This Partition was carried out on 16 October 1905.



The Swadeshi Movement:

The Swadeshi literally means “Of one’s own country”. The Swadeshi movement had its roots in
the decade of 1870s , when Bhola Chandra suggested to hone boycott and Swadeshi as their
tool against the British, to discourage them and put economic pressure on the British. “Annual
Hindu Fair’ was another step towards this policy, organized by Nav Gopal Mitra and Raj
Narayan Bose.

The strategy behind the Swadeshi, and its complementary, the Boycott, is to starve the British
out. For if the natives refused to use British articles, and use Native and Homemade articles
instead, it would encourage Indian tradesmen and economy as well.

The Swadeshi and Boycott movement reached its peak with the Anti-Partition movement.
Surely, the partition was based on Communal Bases. It began on 7 August 1905. People of
Calcutta showed their discontent by protesting in front of Town Hall. They rallied in a cry and
recited “Bande Mataram”, “Bengal is United” consistently. Students, Scholars, Middle class,
Teachers all contributed to this movement. People wore Sacred Threads around their wrists as
a signature of Unity. They did not lit a single furnace and did not eat food. They condemned the
day 16 October as “The Black Day” or “The Day of mourning”. Rabindra Nath Tagore wrote the

National Anthem.

Lawyers, Teachers resigned from their jobs to join the Anti-Partition movement. Even Priests
refused to take any British-made article as tribute or offerings during Ceremonies.

Surendar Nath Bonnerjee was people’s face in this movement. He encouraged the boycott
movement by calling upon students to leave the government institutions. The traders,
merchants and Industrialists also contributed to the movement. J.N Tata established Tata Iron
and Steel Plant in Jamshedpur.

Tilak and other congress leaders led the people into this movement with full enthusiasm. They
celebrated Native festivals, wore Native clothes, ate and drank native food and beverages.

Native newspapers, pamphlets and magazines provided their full support to this movement.
They encouraged the spirit of Nationalism with their publications. Surendar Nath Bonnerjee,
Ashwini Kumar Dutta, Bipin Chander Pal and Arubindo Ghosh organized many organizations
and Samitis.

Native small industries were encouraged, handicraft, matchboxes, Soap and other daily
commodities were based on the spirit of Swadeshi. Acharya P.C. Ray introduced Bengal
Chemical Swadeshi Stores and Tagore Swadeshi Stores. Chidambaram Pillai established the
Swadeshi Shipping company in Tuticorin, Tamil Nadu.



National Education was one of the tools for encouragement of Swadeshi. In this run, Bhagwat
Chatushpathi, a weekly magazine by Satish Chandra Mukherjee. Saraswat Aaytan by Brahmo
Bandhava Upadhyaya (1902) were some leading efforts. Tagore nath Tagore established
“‘Brahmacharya Ashram”, Lokmanya Tilak established Deccan Education Society.

1. Arubindo Ghosh- Bande Mataram

2. Jugantar Patrika- Bhupendra Nath Dutta and W.K. Ghosh (1906)

3. Sandhya- Brahmo Bandhav Upadhyaya

4. Amrit Bazar Patrika- Shishir Kumar Ghosh and Motilal Ghosh (1868)

Picketings was another tool for the people. There were many Strikes at factories and Mills. For
example, the workers at Bharat Sarkar Press, Bengal Sarkar Press, East Indian Railway,
Calcutta telegraph conducted strikes.

After all these efforts, Partition of Bengal got cancelled in 1911. But this is remarkable that it
somehow made an impact on some communal minds that led to Communal disputes in
upcoming time.
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