fﬂﬂ-:_"t__ ui Sacio-Eeonemic Arrers OF Medieval Infis
baie #o minl pames. Hin gopper ool Tad i
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Coinage isder the Uirdes Akbar the oolnage was prestly reformed, but thes
wurnnuh'bhfn:hﬁchmhiu refnrma Akbar owed in @ large Eemwrr 10 Dse admissindiv
igsenty maine Senios of Sher Shah, The coinage of Shr Shak underwent two
takned and Tor its wonderfisl gobd issues cafled mpasharrs, The coinage figpificant_chasges Sher Gbah rused the weigh atapdazd
uuhﬂmﬂzlllﬁlﬁlbll' nﬂhtﬂnﬂlﬂljﬂum HHLm:uimh&lTBEHhdem#H m!llEE
yooceeding reiges s well. Himmm'gn;.ﬁmdhum depoeninations. of ene-
il half, apt-toerth, one-sighih sad ooe-sisteenih ik
Babar 44 Husayus isened afves colos called shirukhls of B, o o o rpecits
Mﬂﬂmﬁ;ﬁgﬂ.ﬂf_‘ﬁw Secondly be icreased ihe mmber of mipis, Pt lew thaz 31
These colns were inmwed muinly from AR, hay i3 wers moikiag in his seign, wheseas formedly ot more than
M%wmmm&'ﬂ%ﬂﬁ T misis were ceinlag mogey.
moitly in a crcle, pames of the first Four Khalifabe as Eher Shah's sibver were very much iflucoced fn their wiyle
well a3 their titles in the ma and ap the reverse the name af E‘EIE__.' s by Hatars and Humeyur's coinnge. His coiea
The monasch with b titles, the place -asd date of miotiog, A W in , lhough asme sgeant have
siiver Js0s of Babar, for example, siruch at Labate la 936 A. H. Feep koows _They bone on the skwerae, fike the coies of Raber,
'dlhhlﬁ,g-lr.l- mmmwmmgmh.m the Kafima, erclossd in 1o anek, with cvioes of the mames of
god some paortiops of the sames of Abu Baks, Umar, Lfeman and e fomr | ;‘I_____.___—_E;i_ o Khahfuas zoed theit lie im the margica, _Tit
All with their titles * The faithfid witness, ™ * The diseriminaior %‘%@F-xw“m“ﬁ
Mnnrallndnn:.""ﬂr,ﬁmr#m&ﬁn."ﬂd"?ﬁ e o 'm! JW!E!L!M!! - ..Hmﬂ";w, T
.phﬂnrluﬂﬁd"" ;m]t:]y,' and oo the reverss Im the upper Eﬂ"_ﬂ!ﬂsﬂ"’m"“" 1he dum. Below b Bguars WA
partion the imscription’ “ The mox great Swltan, the fiueirious anothir logerd in Nageri reading © Shet Sher Shahi 7, whentan 12
empercr " together with his name and the date, while in the lower the margins were enpmved th kimg's Nitles wach m = The urd
partion another legend reading ** May God bfos High perpeiudis fulian, the farher llf“i'__m"____H__.--ﬂ'- mint,
Ihkﬂ;dmﬂmm"uﬂhnﬂhmnnmﬂﬂu mint. Tha pods under the Meghat wis cafled the mshar
Humayun struck gold colns, ulso conforming to the Ceatral Aslan weightd_sbowt 170 peaios, 1 was ihe moat saluable coln
Type, but these were very small, weighing 16 prains each, mnd tplmumi‘l‘lknl-Eulu.uruEu. The weiges and purity of the
bkt pemadeed of Jesn conslant threughoot the Blughal
period showing the wibilily of the gald cuntscy, although thire
were s mamor _fluslustions ﬂu:hlgﬂﬂﬂ far
some special purpeses.  Sometimes it Wil shoul 175 grains i
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3 wai imed from Asis far g _its
i e Mk UL L e o A, soother_bemsif ted_coin,_bering T
— e Tife 104 payiss, L 4, enr-ffth more fhas © thea 148 of o Bawk on ooc of i i, The pold colns 220
ot w111 guim, § 0 SRED I Gpem of Sita_and Ramas were balf-mubers Baving 30,
weight siapdand. Speimers of S-muhir "da::u_ the Mmigt places,
shg ¢ amilable. ~ O 1hy_ghveyie ol (b azd the mesmes of anolber fnberesting featere which Akber istiodaced in the
e lif gy, while an the peverss 12 B 52 M i of 1he reler _end U ink,
Sotied bocdsr ined the " of veme—cazphils denoting the names of the ryker_end the mat,
ﬂ_mw— S, Somwrtieey ouly the_oame of the monarch or of the miot was
MMMEE!!'“?MM Hilgh perpeuate the M
Tagln o de st~ Iabungirs ol coisage wa of trmarhable bessty sad
0=-muhar i which klooming o
W Bane notod avove bow ihm S-mubar “ﬂ’nlh. = i -mwnmmﬂ““ ;
pissza wire strock by Aktar. “Thers wens_many other Specie] reached (BE _ o
fetares of Albar’s goid colosge, We do pet Eod B BoRsert of_isseribiag_vene—oaupleis on coinage, =itoduced by A0at,
[ in o, Coirs were siruck maisly in iheee Ao Tally by Jahangir. We also olice in his re
- o T wilhs the postrail coiss, which bad omce bees
rousd,_ square,  double Tadiac coins aloa wilh the porirai colss, which bad once bees
Tportast_portien o lhe cbrsne degrod s coentiast . popular under e _Ind Kushenas A
Srem of wiiom shapes el Wik the coip or 38 bEm W_ﬂmﬂthﬂdﬁﬂm
M-—w dusing the 14th re Bad on the obverse within & dutsed
= sz of the aln. Wi bard ard Fanl iy mii l'n"l:lIld._E. lﬂlbﬂ-‘“m W ‘“mﬂd“&tlﬂ with an
o The vl o whizh_thews shouid_sppeat._ Abar slio imued Toacription_below_readiy_Sans T4 s | T 14 yeat_foom
‘& pessliar muhor huving the shaps of a dovtle mitsih in A. H. 157 o0 by oo acoeasion J; 800 om ihe teverie withis a pastially dotied
Pa0 from Agra. This was & very beautiful peld coin wesghing the coaplet * The juce ef gold recetred ornament ai Agrd
167 grates and bore _on the_obyene, bosdered with g Sotles = Shah Akbers sin © emp wilb the duie
Fae, the Katira, the sarees of the foes orthodos Kialifabs and Tana | 1028, 11 may be poted that if
e ﬂi::::rﬂm 'iﬂ'nrll lhe_deli with tng coins bearing the Kaiima ¢n the chveme snd hit pame
ppearc e e o 96 the ravense, tes in many coiss be omilied the Kalims BLO:
Gl { May Oo perpesuats the Hirgdors of Akar) with he ot maker The Finda laecaos o0
it place, Agra. r""“" 5 g . o
Akbar lumsed two * bird ' coior and ops * Site-Rama " cgin, 168 lpa i from_Ajmer, It bears on the P
The fi fgure of & duck on lbe chwerpy of Jahangir weated on fhe th in ihe
MWEL Hinda o Bolding 8 goblel i ban_right hand. The Hgure
off Alikar, This & e2e af (hs fumouw 3 In the Torty=

bs smrounded by the verte " Desiing on coln gf gofd kes drawn

—
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“The_rupss, which became the soodard alver ealn of the
(Y] way borjgwed from Sher who i [ wan
indebied for_this to ihe Delhi Hultans, Later ke Exsl India

Compumy mide 1 rupee the omit of Iheir coinspe..in indis;Fhe wely

standard of this coin was |78 greins, Although this %as the

pendard siver coin, the Mughals occaslopally insesd coips of

grealer_weight for special pusposes.  Soame of e rogees of

shangir were heavier thas the siasdasd '*II!*‘ by one=fifth ased

poe-fowrth, Some hesvy coins of later rulers including Shah

Jakan Ghak Alam and Farrobiiyar arg knows, Abul Fazl speaks
of colm each welghing a8 much as 2000 tofor. Forslgn travellers
like Manocei sle Bave meptiossd the rupees of usonsl cize
and meight. Double=rupes apd fen—ropee coins weie alsd kisued
on some occasions by the later Biaghas, Bul the mesl ipleresting
caample gomed from Diresilen where o gigasthe silver ool of
Amrangeeb weighing 5§ Eoglish pounds by preserved.

I rr— el : The usual dencminations of fve rupee were belves, quariers
;_#M;WH cighibn asd sixtesathe  All thess coins wers kasped from varow
—————-———'——-"'—"'L_'ﬂ wern ampluped ot 1be o T — mints. _ Besides these, some other small silver pieces weee wireck
m—?ﬁm&%‘ﬁ called alsdes welghlng about 43 grains and shasl dichams welghing

u ol odos Khalifahs with thelr about 44 grains, These lsaued
:n ;Amﬁ_ '1-11:-!1:: g_gm i atill E-flq Lile ik muhar the 8l ined in the extly
the early yewry, il peemiz _ummmuumm years of Akbar the Kolima ond the pames of the four K
In ezecution and Entrest This war enpecially the case wilh tby " s ahucris i mcet of Vi obveraz in sreas of various shapes such ns squares, cireles
weaei fiog 1072 { Sth ragoal year | for_ezample, and :
i jukd sk i 70 d Frees Thulis, It diamonds octagons, and the name of the his tltles
on the ghnent e Inaipton_* Sk money Urough i and the legend ¥ May God mas! High perpefuate the kingdam and
ord e il sy T ™ md s tha igniy ", along with the -mint and the date on the revene,
PP T T e i Afles hia Infallibilily Decree in 1579 a_new legend, * Allahu
Tegaal yess, Thia paiten, oiz  the sbverie baviag the rame of Ak bar™ red o e observe, 1o whichwaslater ad o

She maparnch sod the Hij date 1ad be revense haviog the mint words * fulla fakfahu. * These were calied the [fal coins

—-———-—-..—,-I_E.,“_;‘
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in twox reand and square, in vetiom denomisation
dated in the regnal ers of Akbar and contained (h: Persian salas
manths. The Zlahf coina of the round shape coplaiaing the inscrip-
Hiens within an cctagonal bordsr were among the fincsl apd mesd
arillic wilver endnape of Akbar. Tie rousd_ailver gain Hyoed
from Agrain ike 50th 5 whighisg 175 prains contained
o0 the obverse decorated with designs ond engléssd within o
duble—ined cetagon the legend * Aliahu Akbar jaiia jalalahu '
{ " Chod Is great, emiment in has gloey © |, while ibe revers: bore,
aleo inclossd within en actagon, the mint ssine { Agrs j and the
Jepoal year | flahl 50 ) The haf=rupees of Akbar sl con-
Malped whe above obverse Mol legeng and 1hes reverss il yeur,
They genesslly weighed 27 graiss each, some of them being
square in shape and mintles.

Jabangir's coinage, my poled already, was ihe meal artistic
in the whale Mughsl series, Among his silver coins there were
some brosd equase Euﬂ weighing 209-220 gruins istued from
A, H. 1063 [ 3rd regnal year ) enwards, ihe obveris containing
the Kalima, the mint place asd the Hijri date, agd tbe reverse the
pame of the meonanch and his Imes the yerse—
sauplets nppraring o the coinage, In the siath year of his reign
were issucd allver eoins having bis name on the obweme, whils
the reveres bore the mipd, yeap asd manth E:—-: the JJl'I'LﬂEIE
year gowards Ik i- g Instend of ihe

the corresponding Zodlas sigss were impressed on the
Goins, The couplst repses strock st Ajmer and Mandu are among

The rupes of Shahajshen H‘I.EHI 168 grainy. Qo the obverse
wai the ,[m“wd]uﬂ ﬁ:]u_l. the month l._nd.ﬂr: Mokl year,
and the revirse condsined the menarsh's name, his Litles aHT:
Hijri r. In ot of his coiny wene restored om the shverse
margims (ke names of ke orthodox Khalifshy asd ibeir tiles,
Ugder Aurapgieh and his successers generally the same practice

194 Socle-Eeovamie dspects Of Mediea] Indio

wan Tallowed, bot withew lin greco &Rd Besuly, The ohverse

contaed the pame of the Bing, snd the resene the mis{ nama
ard b r£| YERT,

There was molbing femarkable aboul the oo i ol

firurd froen Agra, Delhi, Jasnpsr snd Labore. For Akbar's
capgsr s wewer, Sher Shah’s ig. Foer

Bhah Smed 1he saedard of hil copper dam at 320-330
graimt, &nd divided it into fosr denominations, ihe Eails, quariaie
eighths and sisteenths, Akbar replaced the name of the dim by

Sy | Y copper money " ) of ilkka W glamped £
"y For ibe hall-diim, qodroep-dim and Ups B [
be subwiinmicd 1be nEmes Alfi, demds and peapectively.

ing b origsil weight standard { 320-330 grs. } of Bl
= fram Sher Akbar almesi dowblod it briaging it 1o
Bd4 graips wiving § & new nameg, faska  Thi bo Hid betwern
ithe 4518 and S0th yesrs of bis reign. Al usaal it bad Fowr
depomizations of hall, quarier e and sixteenilh . The
micts striking these coins included Agrn, Delhi and .
The copper issued [rom Delhi bn the 42cd ﬂﬂlwm
wei alboat 440 ims, mnd bore on the obverss e d
™ Tamkah—i—Akbar Shakl™ {Tapka ol Akbar Shah ) slong with
The mint place, and on the reverss the moath | DF) and the ki

T#37_ The rfomka was divided inio fen rEnkis, which
togetber with two-lamk! asd ﬁ“"’_fﬂfl.w
from lhe Agra, Lahots, FKabul snd  Abmedolad mists.
It should ke remembersd thal The Suley was pol 1

ranka, bat both of them were in circulation gnecualy. In
Jahangles times, some af i fulls 0F dams werc called rowinis

‘meaning ** cartenl ' or legal tender.  The weight of ihe
Julms { 310-330 frnl  fixed Bhoh _apd thes
adn hy Akbar for ks wns o 2

Aurangzsb after the Afib yesr of his reign, becauss the prics of
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kad gone wp cousing & fall in s velue.  Thos there was
- ___..-_‘_.-I—I—-—I"_-
defation ol monsy ander Auanngzes, while undor Akbar
Bewhion Of cOppEE mOnty unom o el Frberael
copper Wit infleted panhabiy nﬂ_ﬂ: am inceeiae hn Uhe suppl
i metal enins_aaued Aictar _generaliy did

hod bear (he legend of the king FGm Nabl coppar itevaes of
course contaimed his regnal yeens. The copoer linoes ardor _tha

wsseannrs of Akhas hud on the ok ke zame of
ihe manacth rd tra year in ibe Hijri ¢ea, ond o8 the cewine
the ming zame and UBg megnal yeds,

The distigaushing Esatores of the CoTREfE T-I
pabed briely. The sitvec rupee, whos standard weight mrd punty
— e mainleined shmost imast theoaghowt the Mughsl jariod,

the privilegs of oo Ihe mnes of colmape. This 1 ap

~aadird pold eoin, was the beamty and oreament of the graad
—ir, The Mughal eoinage wai remerkable for it dasersily
Tefected in an eadiew mlaly of typas, 3 gars aed bt

Tt was moted fize it mind marks® of sveral kinds, shmetlmes indi
Zatie 3 changs in mal A large pumbee of mints ware
eogaped in ileidieg eoire  The presiice Lsuing _plentifu}
IO Yafings prises wak in fact . comtinped [rom Sher

Shal's times. Akbar's coins were struck i 76 mints, and (e
were oyl TO0 mires i all working Jurisg the Mughal period.
The silver coind of AkGEs were imued from 30 miols whoss oum-
ber wad ralsed bo 70 wnder Anrapgzel afczr his cosgeests in the
Deczxn.  The feintd lvikicg copper under Aldar were 59 lo
 pumber whick were s seduced to 240 OF ike mint

Jngnpur wese soce

106 Sopfe-Bconomiie ASpecrs of Medieval India

jmporeant, the Grst four having _been giways enpaged i“"_ steiking
The Mughnls horrowed this proctice from the Delhi Sultans.

Bome €5 3 may bt cited.  Delhi waa colled Shahajahanabad
tﬂ;ﬂ‘ il wag made ﬂEil!l h! Shﬂ_lpilﬂtl.l-'l in AH. 1048, Agra was
calld Akbarabad. Agra was also known as the dar—ul-Khilafas
(" Chiel City " ). This het was given (o 12 oiher mints a8
well, Lahore was known a3 dir—sg—smilfanar, and Auranpabad s
Khfista~buriyad { * The fortunate foundation ).

Afier Aurongzeb the Mughal coinsge deteriotated copsider-
ably. Farrukhsiyar staried the practice of farming out the mints
to the highest bidders who coined their own money, but formolly
in the pame of the cmperor.  This caused the emperors 1o lose
their hold on mintiog and the quality of the issues. This was

8 sure sign of the decline of the Mughal fortunes. 1o the heyday
of Mughal grandeur, 'hnwmr the coinage had reached heights of
nce, rarely surpass any olher medieval Indian

naaty.

Scanned with CamScanner



