Gujarak and Northwestern India

In northwestern India, one of the major features of this period was the
gruwm in the entrepdt character of Surat and a consequent devaluation of
other ports in the neighbourhood to a position of its satellites and feeder

¢. Thus ports of varying degrees of importance such as Diu, Broach,
Chaul, Dabhol and others declined in their participation in oceanic trade,
losing much of this to Surat. This was the 1esult of a number of factors such
as the decline of the Portuguese, the entry into the trade of the English and
the Dutch, deliberate Mughal policy of the development of Surat as an
outstanding emporium, and the further growth of the trade from western
India to west Asia as a major phenomenon of this period. These factors
uperated at various times and had major effects on Indian Ocean trade and
should be considered in detail.

Surat’s role as the major port of outlet for oceanic trade in this region
meant that the major export commodities, cotton piece-goods and indigo,
had to be brought into Surat from neighbouring ports. Thus Surat became
the chief wholesale market for textiles. This is seen in the failure of
attempts by European traders to establish factories in neighbouring ports
such as Broach. Similarly, in respect of import goods, Surat was the chief
distributing point for such goods along the coast and into the interior. 1t
played a similar role for the re-export of goods not produced in this region.
The chief among these was pepper which came to Surat along the wesl
coast from Canara and Malabar where a few Surat merchants had control
of the market. Of similar nature Wwas the role played by Surat as a
redistributing point for southeast Asian goods, spices and tin but this was a
role that was to decline after the 1620's for reasons to be noted later.

The decline of Portuguese seapower in the western Indian Ocean and
the gradual loss of many of their settlements along the west coast of India
gave an initial fillip to Indian trade. Ports under Indian jurisdiction whose
trade had paid protection cOstS and customs dues to the Portuguese were
now freed of these costs. This liberation of Indian trade had its effects in 20
increase in the volume of trade to the Persian Gulf and southern Arabia. In
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ihe Persian Gull, Tdian ships could avord TTormez and sl diggey b
ports such as Hasra or Bandar Abbas (Gombroon). When e Purg o _"....E_n
lost Hormug in 1622, the waific to the Persian Gulf —..E..E.;.E:E._fx.“__?ns
and Indian merchants of Guporat took full advasiage of this i ¥ gy

The capture of Honmuz by the Persions inalliance wigy i m:E_ L
1622 had important effeets on the trade of the westeen Inaisg _H_nﬂn_n_w_.. L}
particubarly od the trade boks between Surat and the Peryigy Laulf i
immedinfe cilect was te transfer the trade Troem Hormz 1 _._.E.r._.m__. ..a_. The
an the Persizis mainland under the supervision of Persian .._;___.,."___..._“___E”E
direct links by caravan routes to the inerior. Bandar Albibis g, e .__.._.._.__
as a port of internationnl stalus &.:.w 5_._..__?.__._.”_...._ Fater b gy Giulf _.___..“_E.E._
Basra okso grew m importance. Besides freeing traders from (hy _u:u_._..n_.m. of
costs imposed by the Portuguese, it liberated them from corrup, Hlap
inefficient Portuguese customs officinls. A further effec) o the _._nma_;
Hormuz was the entry of the two Companics, English and Duiep, _:_.: "
trade. Their participation contributed 10 the prowih of P ki
enterprise 0 the western Indian Cecan in the seventeenth ._..E._E-..__...n._u._
especially the Dutch i middle decades were moking large 4.=<_..u__.=_..=_.“=._._
this frade. 11 alse comtrbuted o the ___“q..u...."._._ of Indian wudde in this e In
—..__E_.“.w._u exlensve [reighting o poods in English and Duich T ﬂ_“.u_.
of this trade Aowed out of Sorat, B

Im the course of its nse s an eotrepdl of the anea, Sura n_n___n_ﬂ_m_nn_:__-_rr
with almast every major and minor regional trading system., Tig dbominarion
owver ather ports of Gujarat and the Indes mouth has been ailrealy Moted
These oLhar poTis wire relegated to satellife status. I was sail that h._u.__...-.ﬂm
of up to S0 ships would sail frem Cochin nosthwards o Goa, Daman
Chaul and Dia bringng Malabar goods o the northern pors, Theg,
Portuguese prodected kafilas hod declined 1o 20 or 30 in number by the
163A and mast of this rade had been atiracted 10 Surni. Miklabap copg
ports such as Calicut now traded directly with Surat which became gy
imparizant dsinbution point for Makabar pepper, cardamom and cinaa-
mon. Simibarly, Canara snd Konkan ports such as Manpalore, Rajapar,
Vingurla and Dabhed (which, however, continued its oceanic trade for
much longer) had direct and regular links with Surat, supplying it with rice
and pepper and purchasing their imports from that por.

Oin the east const, 3 major development was the extension of the old
coaglal trade which ran from Coromandel wp o Malabar fusiher
morthwards fo Surst, Here the growth of Masilipsinam under the
Golconda rulers and the attraction there of immigramt Islamic entrep-
rencurs who had links with Surat was a major factor, The Masulipanam-
Surat link grew and flowrished through a great part of the seventeenth
century as & staple of Indion Ocean trade. By (his means, Coromandel
textiles were 1aken 1o Surat to be transhipped 10 west Asia. Also Bengal
sugar and muslins, southeast Asion tin and spices, precious stones and sleel
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oaes sy ainlh avembunlly Beal (s e, corinsndy m
”ch_-_.”_. __." r”..__ ___“. ___.“._.___. bt ils dndie Al aking ik Peraia The 1rade A
fitivsely gt Biasiia Hai 020w Bie Al £l Gl the Century Do Mochy
aried Aditaby, o Bamilia Alibis g aeii, Sural metchants were ahls i
arvive the pimmpeiilion ] tidanin @ i)l sl ool Whe arker o Incliaa
s bl 1 s gl ol vl wembury 1 phe eiris ol e Perwians ©ll, Bandag
Abslsas il Dhasaa, Wi pommpe il frovn the Englah g e Didgh wa
iwbenwe Ion woane yeats Dol evom bere, Surat marchants and other [ndias
il ndy Bl Dl Heesr arsin
::.a..__." _“..___.__“_ Ausn we o wlaode, Ut Fhilc il 1l _.._____“_m.u-_ wilhiircw 2 numbey
ol then aaas m b apveeid bl of tlie sevenisenth centry j._.n."__
comtcentiatend om freqght traffe, caiiying godds for Indian merchants ___E._._
Dl porits tie (e Besh Sem and Persian Gull. The Eaghsh began domg ths
early amd the Dvbch, who were reluctant i enter the freight traffic, were
fsrced 1 abo s Dom pme o dime 0 employ thesr shippng space
eevnotmically Evew i rexpect of freaght traffec, the Mughals, realizing the
potentsal ol the westward trade, fmanced the hulding of ships wl the
Lestdd's Tlas teduceid Ebinn dependence on forcign vessels but alse made
theim sulnerabde w0 sitack oy sea,
Suinl shipping was pow and then subject to attack in the seventeenia
contury in the course of Europess conflicts with Indian rulers 1 wia

The Nevemieenth Ceniury 1

capoessinns of rediew alleped wrangs, English attacks on Surat shipping a1

thie mewnil il the Fed Seain the frst decade of h
farcodd thee Muphals 1o admit the Eg ¢ soventeenth century,

to rrade in i
i3y, the Englnh atiackes) Cripurati .__m_“.wim in HE“".“_..F__.M.._.__”____-._ “M”F_n“m“_ﬂ#n.du.
sulfetedd con ko The Duich had the potentinl 1o do greater _n_.n_._.._cﬂn L
Indian shigpinig o the lodian Ocean and did engage in more freguent
Teonile mcticos ggamst Indin chipe to atizin their aims. They attacked
Tnalian ships carryimg Fortuguese passes as part of their steugple againsi the
Prrtigucse, The mulitancy i the pursuit of trade monopely mitiated ander
Jan Pieterse Coen was extended into the Indian Ocean but conditions og

the coed and 0 hineerlasd did not favoyr (he agpressive policies being
successiully pursied in the archipelago

The hustibe action of 1621-23 i the western Indian Ocenn a2 well a5
mlanp the Gioboondn coast had resulied in anforessen reprisals from local
puwers, the Mupghals, the sultan of Goleonda and the Patha of Yemen, The
AcEl _._“_.u:.n of Diatch hostifinies 1g western Ieidia came m 164549 in an effon
fir conteal Indian shipping 19 southess Agin, In these years, they
tlockaded Surat and caplured prize vessels to force the Mughals into
pecepting, thelr pass resmictions on trade 1o southeasi Asia. From the
1670°s, Sural shipping was toubled by Eoropean piracy. Enplish and
French frechooters found Sarat shipping coming oot of the Red Sea
lacrative 1argets and the Mughals becams more reliant on European naval
excoris. In the Moghil-Englah eonflict of the 1680'. Surat’s wrade 10 the
Rid Sex wan gieatly desupted and 3 nomber of vessels captuged. While
these inferfuptons upderlined the volmembility of Indion shippnag and
n_._..m__.._...mm_.__".nn_. the m_._.__n_._un_w_.._ pol=ritial 1o dominate .-._.._mﬂ._u__._m. rout=s, in the
rn..__._.__.mr lerm [Bey mencly pudhed op e costs of protechion without major
changes in tha flow of rade. Even aftar a century of such operations, Surat
merchanty” dosmenathon of the Bed Sea sad Perssan Guobf moarkets wos
urtnuched by the Companies. What was begioning to affeer this. however,
was the eniry of privaie Enghsh anerprise inoo this oads ffom the st
quarier of the sevenmssoih canrury

In one respest, Europesn entsrprise affectzd adversely the trade of
Saral, Tho relat=d 1o ithe contral] aaperied by the Dhetek an.__._.#_nu.ﬂ.-.uﬂ.-nh
[ndonesia, for which Serat had previocly been a m_n_m.u.._” of ranshisment to
weil Asia. As the Dutch hoid on thede spaoes— murmep. cloves, mace,
annamon (fbom 50 Lanka) =— tghteaed, Surar merchants were anable 1o
ship them 19 west Ana, The Dutch took them ia their own ships and kept
the price ot Beras 50 high tit it was not profisable for anvone else to carry
them fo wesd Adzy. The merchams soon adjuated themasives w the koss of
these commodities from ther trade

Sural also tmded with southeast Asia. This aspect of wade has beca
underestimated in our hmtorcal literatore and i decline bas been
antedated. The vovages were longer and therefore e trequent thas those
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to west Asia and we
an fmpoitant part of |

ken by the larget operolans. ESuil i wgy
u.a”_.r_“.:___u_.u““_ﬂ..._m:._zq.:_&_ At the beginning of _._.._.. ey

: chirms were the major carriers of soulheisd .__.._.5_.1 mm___n_..__. i the

mE.Eﬂ._ 1 i markcts. Gujarati Bac1ors operatled in i number of
Indinn and west Al el it the seventeenth centuly. Ciujarit-Acheh
woutheas }___E_.__.En__u_“_..._..:__ sroughout 1his pornsd. They took Gujarag
._“-u....v.pr l..a.—.___”.””__"__hﬁﬂ i p— back spcs. pEpper, tia, ele phanis ind
textiles, wheal | tion was strengthencd progressively by polincal ang
gold. Ihis E..:.__“_nn.ﬂu.;__..ﬂ the Mughals and the relers of Achch and some
__.__n___.d.n:.__._.-__.._b ﬁu Besades Surat, the port of Dbl coatiniied (o trade with
H:hMJE._”m n L.E......E..ﬁﬂr century. As Bantam rose 10 prominence in ithe
Hﬂn of nﬂn century, Gujarati trade was :.__F._E._._.E _____..__..... and again Lrudde
links were .ﬂ...u_ﬂ_.._.__r-_._.u_.- by T.E._..l..n_r Lhes. ﬂ.._“_m___.._“_u contineed fo m_.....__E..n if
the administration of ports and of the trading states of the archipelaga.
They used their Enctors and their political bases 1o ke into Lhe
archipelago, 10 Javanese ports., __._Huﬂw-. and Moluccas antil the Dutch
domination of these ports and Blands.” . .

On the Malay peninsula, Gujarati traders avaided Malacea, despite
Portuguese attempts f0 entice them there. They sailed direct to the tin
producing states of Perak and Kedah and to Johor after .__m rise s @ trading
kingdom. Though they &id sail further hork 1o Tenusserim and the Arakan
ports, thess ﬂ.:..__..._._“v were neither regualar ml swlatantial,

The current wiew in our leratere s tha this Guejarat trade 1o southeast
Azia was rooted owt by Dutch expansion in these waters and by Duteh and
English competibon in markets where Gujaratis traded. The expansion of
the trade westwords is further held 10 be o result of this cutting off of the
casiern conneciion, A close look ot the trade i Acheh, Bantam, Johaor,
Perak and Kedob, right up fo the end of the seventeenth century, shows
that Gujarati trade with these places continued throughout this period. [tis
true thal Gujarats ships no longer carried the fine spaces and thus lost aut
on & lecrative aspect of the trode. Bur the trade in commoditices of
wolume — pepper, tin, elephans, textiles, rice, whent, npium— contiased
il the end of the cemtury. This trade was nod knocked out by English and
Duich competition. In the major markets of Acheh and Bantam, Guajarat
textibes were cormicd Ligely by Gujarans themselves, whether in their own
shaps or in Ewropean vessels. The defent of Bamtam vy the Dugeh in 1652
wis a major Blaw o this trade and in the Iost decades of the sevemteenth
century, Dusch military comtrol was chosing in on these markets. [t was only
then that Cujarati trade 1o souhesss asia began 1o be phased out.

® Dvidence [of Theve sasertion bo be found iy Dag Repitier Gelosden an't Casfee! Batsrls

{"&-Ciraendupel May 3642, Ohsoler AT, Mitw Thid ¥ Loy :
I6hd, buly 1676 May 167, Septembes 1670, | v Bonember 1645, Seprembs

OFY. Bliy BoKO, July 1681 Ao Sce, S
Agaisralaam, .“r__._._._ _____.__.—..__ “m the Ditch in Malacca and the Inda-Malayan Teade
I - BT —dourmal of Sourhears Anjas Plurery, %, % (Dee 19603 s ARS-EA
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It is sometemes held that, through the msie of pases 1o southeast Asia,
the Duich controlled Gugarati salings o that remon. It i troe that the
naval hbockade of Surat in 63599 forced ilae Mughals to an agresment by
which they nceuscsced in Dutch regulation of this traffie through passes
But these pasees were freely given to Acheh and Hantam and onky
controfled as far as Malacea, Perak and Kedah were concerned. In Malaccs
and Kedsh, Gujarati shippers aceepted the rather high toli of Twenty per
eent impased by Dutch customs. The rade continued and was in effective
competition with the Duotch despite these todls. Later in the CERTUry,
Cigjarati ships secured Englsh and French passes, even flew English
colours ind wers often piloted by English navigators. So the passes policy,
while it added to the costs of trade and gave the Dutch an advantege in
some markets, never had the cffect of curtailing Indian saifing.”

Gujaroti trade entered the Manila market from the 16608, largely on the
initiative of the English who provided the ibipping, the BV gD
expertise and the contacts, and the Gujaratis the capital and the poods.
This Anglo-Indian collaboration in the Manila trade expanded from
EBombay with Parsi interests entering if in a big woy and from there
extending their connections 10 the China trade. There is also same
evidence that Gujaratis based in Bantom traded with Manila on their cwn
or in league with Coromande] Muslims and with Bantam merchants,
Gujarati and other Indian merchants received guantities of silver from
Menila in Bantam as o fesall of this frade”

I is difficult to say whether this trade in southeast Asda prew, as we can
say categorically about the trade 10 west Asia. There i enough evidence to
assert that it did not decline, On the contrary, new links were being forged,
ald links were maintained ond screngthened, When the trode did show
signs of decline at the very end of the seventesnth century, it was caused by
the collapse of the great trading kingdoms such = Bantam and Ackeh. I s
clear thar the Companies did not drive out Gujaratis from their casiera
trade. The greater competition, when it did come, was from the English
private merchants and this began to bite only in the eighteenth century.

Sural was pre-ceminent in the seventeenth century in respect of the trade
skirting the west and east coauts of Indin, The trade along the west coast
continued with greater strenpth from the preceding century. The decline of
the Poruguese in this trade benefitted the Gujaratis whose ports now
became the terminal points of this trade. Surat strengthened #s eopnec-

1

Brag Mepioter, 17 May 1680, Generale Micrven . . ultgepeven door Dy, W, Ph. Coolias

Drexcl, 1%, V675- 1645 {'S-Oravenhage 1571}, pp. 292-38. P. Vin Tham, Herchryvings 12q

d Doupindiiche Compagnie. Tweede Boek Dieel 11, uitgegeves door Dr. F. W, Seapel

(‘S-Gsavenhage, 193), p. 24

¥ Doy Repirier, 4 April L6T6, 18 Desry 1677, 12 May 1680, 5, D, Oulsson, ErpSih
‘Country’ Trade with the Philippines 16441785 (Queson City, 196hy, . 3642
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tions with the Bijapore ports of Vingurla and Rajapur and to the soutp

old ties with Mangalore, Calicut, Cannanore and other Malabar ports
maintained. With the decline of Portu

states of Malabar, Surat merchants d
became the major exporting point

On the east coast of India,
Masulipatnam. Through this
were brought to Masuli
goods were taken

the

were
guese hold on the pepper-producing

ominated the pepper exports. Sura
for Malabar pepper to west Asia
Surat had a strong trading connection wit
link western Indian and west Asian good
patnam and from there Coromandel and Bengl
to Surat. Later direct links were forged between Su
and Bengal, a major growth area in the seaborne trade of India. mﬁ__ﬂ
silks, muslins, Sugar, rice, other food grains and edible oils were impo" _
Into m_.:m.r much of this for re-export to west Asia. In return, mﬁa”_
Hm:w “e8lons were brought to Bengal. When the seaborne trade cﬂ_m”__w_m o
WMHMH_ thH:MuMcE mid-seventeenth century, many of the merch

o be of western Indian origin.
tﬁ.—.ﬁh-.ﬂ.._..ll
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