
Approaches to Film Criticism

Sl
No.

Approach Targeted
Audience

Function Subject Reviewer Publication1. Journalistic Generalaudience 1. New Release2. Rate film for its entertainmentvalue3. Publicity of the film
Filmsbeingshowcasedat theatres

The filmjournalistsemployed bythenewspaper
Newspapers andmagazines

2. Humanist Intelligentia/Academiawho considerthe film as anart
1. Film’s aesthetic appeal2. Criticism based on themes, motifsand symbolism presented3. An intelligent reader’s response

Any moviewhichbearssomereferenceto thediscussion

Freelancecritics,academicians,film scholars,academicians
Critical Journals,scholarlypublications,weeklysupplements etc.

3. Auteurist Students andresearchers offilm studies 1. Identification of the majorcontributor to the film.2. Critical appreciation based on thestyle, craftsmanship and otheraesthetic parameters
The entireoeuvre ofthe auteur Film scholars ScholarlyMagazines andjournals devotedto film studies4. Genre Generalaudience andscholars 1. Description of film forms2. Classification and analyses on theinherent features Moviesbelongingto aparticulargenre

Freelancecritics andfilm scholars ScholarlyMagazines andjournals devotedto film studies5. Social Science Social scienceand filmresearchers 1. Psychoanalysis of the film,filmmaker etc2. The reflection of the cultural milieu3. Other empirical observations of filmmakers and audiences
Any movie Scholarsengaged insocialsciences

ScholarlyMagazines andjournals devotedto film studiesand social



studies6. Historical Historiansand filmstudents 1. Contextualization and analysis ofthe film based on its historicity2. The changing aesthetic paradigms3. The impact of the film
Any movie Historians,scholars offilm studies ScholarlyMagazines andjournals devotedto film studies7. Ideological Film scholars 1. Analysis of the properties of thefilm2. The various aspects of the mediumand its cultural significance3. Explanation of the properties ofCinema
Any film Film Scholars ScholarlyMagazines andjournals devotedto film studies


