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An International e Symposiumon International Day for Biological Diversity on

themeOur Solutionsarein Natureon 22nd May 2020organizedby ENVIS resource

partner,Instituteof Wildlife Sciences,University of Lucknow in collaborationwith

UP StateBiodiversityBoard,Biodiversityandwildlife conservationlab, Department

of Zoology,Universityof Lucknow,TSA India, Butterfly ResearchCentre,Bhimtal,

ONGCPvt Ltd. andMoEF&CC India.

On this occasionHon’bleGovernorof Uttar PradeshandChancellorof Universityof

Lucknow Smt. AnandibenPatelattendedthe following programsvia e-conferencing

at theUniversityof Lucknow:

1. Releaseof the1st everbio-diversity indexof Lucknow

2. Inauguralof internationale-symposiaorganizedon the occasionof International

Day of Biological Diversity

Openingof e Symposiumwasdonewith the welcomeaddressby Prof Alok Kumar

Rai,Hon’bleVice Chancellor,Universityof Lucknowin which heemphasizedon the

work doneby theUniversityin thelast5 months,andspeciallyduringthelock-down

period. He SpokethatUniversityof Lucknowis goingto becomethefirst University

in thecountryto assessits carbonfoot-print andthefirst University in thecountryto

calculatea city’sbio-diversity index and many more works doneby the university

relatedto studentswelfareanduniversity.

Hon’bleHer ExcellencyChancellorMadamreleasedthe1st everbio-diversity index

of Lucknow andtheninauguratedthe internationale-symposia‘OurSolutionsarein

Nature’and deliveredher inaugural lecture. HE said that India is one of the 70

nationswith the richestbiodiversity,in fact we contribute7% to the bio-diversityof

the world. She also said that both India’spast and its culture understandthe

importanceof bio-diversity. So much that that the atharvavedtalks about several

plants and herbs essential for human health and survival. She said that the

internationalsymposia’stheme‘Oursolutionsarein nature’is extremelyrelevantand

it is our duty to do whateverwe cando help improveour biological diversity—e.g.

plantingasmanytreesaspossible,asmanyherbsaspossible. Shewelcomedall the

speakersof the symposiaandwishedeveryonethe best. In the end,Her Excellency

calledout to theresearcherspresentin theeventto think how we asa University,asa

city andasthepublic contributeto a greenercity andmaybework towardsachieving

that,andmeasuringwhatchangeshavehappeneddueto theseefforts in thenextyear.
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Shealsofloatedthe ideathata similar bio-diversity indexof theRaj Bhavanmaybe

madeso that it can becomeclear what the GovernorHousecan do to contribute

towardsagreenerworld.

Speakersinvited from US, Japan,France,Brazil, UAE etc. to deliver lecturesat the

internationalesymposiafrom severalcountrieswerealsopresentduringtheinaugural

function. Our first expertDr. ShakeelAhmad,Scientistfrom EnvironmentAgency,

Abudhabi, U.A.E delivered a talk on terrestrial biodiversity assessmentand

monitoring techniquesin conservationbiology and talk aboutthe conservationcase

studiesin UAE and he also discussedaboutthe wildlife monitoring using camera

traps,its utility andlimits. Prof. Prof. SylviaTurrell from Universityof Lille, France,

Dr JamesCheeseman, GaussianINC, U.S.A, Prof. Yukihiro Ozaki, KwanseiGakuin

University, Japanand Prof. JavierEllena, Brazil remarkedaboutthebiodiversity,its

importanceandthreatschallengesin their talk. Prof. Prof. ReuvenYosefBenGuren

University, Eilate Campus, Israel delivered his talk on Win-Win Ecology and

ecological parameters of assessment. Dr. Ryno Kemp, Research Manager

VULRPO(Vulture Programme)SouthAfrica discussed the status,distribution and

scenarioof Vulture Conservationin SouthAfrica. Dr. Kerry Kriger, Savethe Frogs!

Founder/ExecutiveDirector, briefed in details about the amphibians, vocal

identification methods and conservation of amphibians through community

participationacrosstheWorld in his talk.

Approximately250 participantswereparticipatedfrom different part of world like

USA, UAE, China, Brazil, Japan, France and country like Gujarat, Bihar,

Uttarakhand, Karnataka,West Bengal, Haryana,Rajasthan,Jammuand Kashmir,

Punjab,Odisa, Maharastra, Uttar Pradesh,Tamilnadu, KeralaandJharkhandetc.

The Internationale symposiumconcludeswith very importantmessagethat todayin

scenarioof Covid-19, special emphasisgiven on biodiversity & its conservation,

India is known for its floral and faunal diversity as well as find the way for

conservationof biodiversity at Global Level. The e symposiamainly focusedon

analyzeglobal terrestrial,freshwater,andmarinebiodiversityscenariosusinga range

of measuresincluding extinctions,changesin speciesabundance,habitat loss, and

distributionshifts,aswell ascomparingmodelprojectionsto observationsScenarios

Globally. It’stime to join handsandworks togetherin collaborationfor conservation

of biodiversityandalso shouldbe emphasison participationof local communityin

conservation.
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