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cation Policy 2020
(NEP2020) recelved ac-
colades for percetved good
from all corners of the edu
cational spectrum. Asanan-
gel guardian, NEP2020 offe-
red something significant to
everyone. This unique attri-
bute coupled with the trans
formative abllity of the poll-
Cy made it revolutionary
The first phase of post
NEP2020 announcement
went into a well-orchestra-
tedd awareness drive where
the sector and soctety both
paid due diligence in com
prehension of thedocument.
Now, the focus 1s being shif-
ted to the new regime where
modalities for Implementa-
tion of the policy is being
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contemplated by ways of
committees at the state po-
vernment level, by Universi-
ty Grants Commission at Na-
tional level and by collabora-
tive efforts for academic con-
version at university level
The on-ground fruits for the
students as well as soclety is
expectad sooner rather than
later.

One key feature of the
NEP2020 that has yet to gar-
ner attention is the state of
affalrs of state universities
in the country Their issues
deserve greater attention
simply for the fact that over
80% of the higher educatio
nal Institutions belong to
this category while thelr
gross contribution to the na
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NEP expects state univs to be more

than mere exam-conducting bodies
Policy Wants Colleges To Be Autonomous & Bigger In Size

lsmnelim. HMMsommmn

tlonal research and Innova-
tion reservolr i1s far below
The NEP2I2 expects state
universities to move beyond
the role of a mere examina-
tion- conducting bodies. Two
extremely Important func-
tionof thesestate universitl-
es viz granting afflliation
and conducting examina-
tion Is being proposed to be
done away with In a phased
manner. It also expects colle-
ges to be bigger In size and
autonomous in nature.

In such a case, state uni-
versitles would be relleved
from the role that is current-
ly consldered to be the most
primary one  Instead.
NEP202) expects state uni
versitles to focus on provi-
dingresearch-based multidi-
sciplinary modern and app-
lied education to large num-
ber of students with focuson
scalability and (selfemploy-
ability and contribute to the
macro goals set by NEP2020
which Includes Increased
Gross Enrolment Ratlo, su-
perior global ranking of In-
dian Universitiesandenhan-
ced impact in global rese

archand Innovation. This In-
deed 1S a daunting task that
would require more faculty,
better research and teaching
Infrastructure, and facilities
for students’ holistic deve-
lopment. Besides, this de-
mandds governance of the in
stitution to be speedier, accu-
rate and transparent with
simplified procedures and
optimized process. Imple-
mentation of the 4 Ps princi-
ple of corporate governance
which includes People, Pur-
pose, Process amd Perfor-
mance 1S an imperative in
the university system as
well. Laying foundation for
such a model will in many
ways change the manner In
which most of the state uni-
versities in the country are
functioning.

The above ambitious en-
deavour of state universities
will have t0 be confronted
with two extremely impor-
tant parameters viz. Institu-
tional inancing and institu-
tional autonomy Though
NEP220 clearly specifles
spending of 6% of GDP on
education which initself 1sa

daunting task. Thefact of the
matter Is that the majority of
the earmarked expenditure
goes Into salary disburse-
ments, leaving hardly any ro-
om for research and student
related faclilitles. This exces-
sively skewed model of f1-
nancial management calls
for a major rehaul. The Hon-
‘ble Prime Minister while
speaking on NEP2020 very
subtly linked the parameters
of Institutional financing
and institutional autonomy
with Institutional perfor-
mance.

Complete reliance on go-
vernmental grant for survi-
val 1s certainly not the most
prudent proposition while
excessive rellance on Inco-
me through fees cannot bean
option considering the socle-
tal role of state-run universi-
ties. A strategic perspective
based on synerglstic rela-
tionship among university,
government and society has
to be evolved not just toensu-
re sustained survival of the-
S0 state universities but also
be more student centric

Autonomy to these insti-
tutions thus comes for re
scue to these Institutions.

Post awareness, discus-
slon of NEP2020 while evol-
ving an implementation me-
chanism will certainly deli-
berate and declde to resur-
rect the real role of state
universities with an eve on
sustalned solutions for grea-
ter good of students, soclety
andeducation.
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