Press Note

Hon’ble Deputy Speaker of Bihar Legislative Assembly Visits Tagore Library,
University of Lucknow

Lucknow, September 13, 2026: An 11-member delegation comprising Sri Narendra Narayan
Yadav, Hon’ble Deputy Speaker, Bihar Legislative Assembly, and ten officials undertook a
study tour of Tagore Library, University of Lucknow, on September 13, 2026, to understand the
development, management, functioning and modernisation of university library services.

The delegation was apprised of the rich history of Tagore Library, whose present-day building
had its foundation stone laid in 1937 and was inaugurated in 1941 by the then Vice-Chancellor,
Sir Maurice Hallet. The Library was subsequently renamed after Nobel Laureate
Rabindranath Tagore, who was a frequent visitor to the University and held the institution in
great affection.

The delegation arrived at 2:30 p.m. and the Hon’ble Deputy Speaker was welcomed by the
Honorary Librarian, Prof. Roli Misra. The tour commenced with the Online Public Access
Catalogue (OPAC), through which the Library’s collection can be searched by title, author,
ISBN and subject.

The delegation then visited the Bisheshwar Nath Reading Hall, appreciating its spacious seating
capacity and table dividers that provide a conducive study environment. At the Rare Artefacts
Section, the members examined rare artefacts and manuscripts, including the First National
Atlas of India, Guru Granth Sahib, Mahabharata in Pali, Smriti SarSamuchya by Paap
Raj in Pali, and Acharya Champu by Tarkik Singh in Sanskrit. They were informed that
these manuscripts were written on palm leaves, representing the traditional manuscript heritage
of South Asia.

The team subsequently visited the Radhakamal Mukherjee Art Gallery & Museum, where it
viewed paintings by renowned artists including Asit Kumar Haldar, Nandlal Bose and Jamini
Roy, as well as contemporary artworks. The members appreciated the Library’s efforts towards
preserving art and cultural heritage.



Tagore Library was presented as a unique blend of traditional and digital resources and an
important centre for cultural heritage preservation. The delegation was apprised of the
Remote Access Facility, which provides remote access to the University’s subscribed e-
resources. With around 17,000 registered users, including more than 200 faculty members,
the facility provides access to subscribed resources, over 5,000 e-books, more than 13,000
journals through One Nation One Subscription (ONOS) and several discipline-specific
databases.

At the Automation Section, the delegation was briefed about SOUL 3.0 and the Online Copy
Catalogue System implemented through INFLIBNET. The team also visited the Personal
Reading Room, Civil Services Section and Toppers’ Copy Section, appreciating their
contribution to academic and competitive examination preparation.

The team also visited the Cyber Library, comprising three computer laboratories—Lab A for
undergraduate students, and Lab B for postgraduate students, and Lab C for research scholars
and faculty members.

The delegation appreciated the Library’s systematic functioning, integration of traditional and
digital resources, heritage preservation initiatives and student-oriented facilities. Prof. Roli Misra,
Honorary Librarian, Tagore Library, Prof. Vinit Verma, Superintendent, Works Department, and
Dr. Pravish Prakash, Head, Department of Library and Information Science, and all Assistant
Librarians were also present during the visit.
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